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steaks were cut.” This business brought him to Lovell, 
and he purchased the Center Store (Morton’s Market) 
in 1940, known as the Center Lovell Market now, 
and sold it six years later. He recalls, “I bought it on 
my birthday and sold it on Memorial Day.”  When he 
owned the store, he “didn’t beat anybody – didn’t lose 
any – didn’t make much, either – but that was all right. 
People knew where to get their soup bones!”

     Those who knew Paul Morton well, remember him 
as an eccentric, a hoarder, and a jack-of-all-trades. He 
spent most of his life in Conway, Denmark, and Lovell 
as a butcher, carpenter, store owner, historian, postal 
clerk, and Yankee trader. In a 1996 Bridgton News 
article, Morton said “with an impish expression spread 
across his face,” he had experienced most jobs “except 
midwifery.”  Many residents recall his Odd Fellow’s 
Shop on Screw Ball Corner (5 Kimball Road) in 
Lovell.  He filled it with antiques, books, bric-a-brac, 
and “just plain junk,” but Paul tried several jobs before 
he and his wife invested most of their time selling their 
treasures.
     Born in Concord, Vermont April 30, 1910 to Halley 
and Amy (Chapman) Morton, Morton’s early years 
were spent in Vermont, but eventually his family 
moved to North Conway, and he attended Kennett High 
School, graduating in 1928. In high school he worked 
for Conway Box Company and made $70 per month. 
After high school he learned the trade of butcherer 
and worked in Conway Center Grocery Store as a 
meat market clerk, a skill and job he used many times 
throughout his life. 
     Morton considered food his life. While working in 
the Conway Center Store, a man in a Model A Ford 
with a little box on the rear asked Morton to help 
peddle meat. Morton said this was the only business he 
ever knew. “I could lead your cow right up here, kill 
your cow, and hang it up, and when he gets tenderized 
and in good shape, I could bring it into the house, take 
it in the kitchen and carve it the way you wanted, steak 
or whatever, and I put it through the oven, serve it at 
the table, wait on the table, everything.” 
     He made deliveries three times a week to people 
who lived on the lakes in the area. They transported 
meat in a locker and provided groceries at the same 
time. “Many of the store’s patrons were wealthy 
socialite types from New York and Connecticut who 
were quite fussy about the way their pork chops and 
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From the President

     We have a busy summer planned, beginning with 
our Annual Dinner at Ebenezer’s Pub on June 27th, 
followed by our 17th annual Antique Show and Live 
Auction on July 10th. We hope you will be able to join 
us for both events.
     In preparation for the Auction, which is our largest 
fund raising event, we are trying to gather a fine 
selection of auction items. Any contributions you 
would like to make would be greatly appreciated. We 
are also looking for items to sell in our Antique Shop 
and will gladly accept your donations.
     For a third year in a row, we are looking forward to 
the assistance of a paid summer intern. Our previous 
summer interns have made significant contributions 
to our organization and we are very fortunate, thanks 
to the generosity of one of our members, to be able 
to offer the position again. If you know of a college 
student who might be interested, you can get the 
application particulars from our website. Applications 
must be submitted by April 16th.  
     This summer we also plan to continue restoration 
of the Kimball-Stanford House. We hope to repair and 
repoint the existing chimneys and refurbish the exterior 
paint on the main house. Any financial assistance 
you could give for these big projects will be greatly 
appreciated.    
     In closing, I want to thank all of our donors and 
volunteers. Over the last few years, the Society has 
been very fortunate to receive many contributions in 
the form of volunteer work, additions to our collection, 
gifts in kind, and financial gifts. Please remember we 
welcome and depend on all of these contributions, no 
matter what form.

     Best wishes, Catherine Stone    
 

     

2016 Events

Business Meeting Tuesday, April 19th
Annual Dinner  Monday, June 27th
Antique Show & Auction   Sunday, July 10th
August Event  Sunday, August 14th
Business Meeting Tuesday, August 16th
Fall Harvest  Sunday, October 16th
Business Meeting Tuesday, October 18th 
Business Meeting Tuesday, December 13th
Christmas Open House Sunday, December 18th

Supporting the 
Lovell Historical Society

There are many ways that friends of the Society 
can help support its endeavors and to assist you 
we have provided various ways one may do so:

General gifting
Specific gifting for a dedicated purpose
Gifts in memory of a special person
Giving membership to the Society as a gift
Gifting goods or services
Gifting through one’s will or trust documents
Gifting through appreciated stock or other assets

The Lovell Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization and all gifting is tax-
deductible by the donor to the full extent of the 
law.
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     During the Great Depression from 1932 to 1937, 
he appeared in Lovell working for Everett Heald as 
a meat market clerk, making $80 a month.  Morton 
spent the rest of the 30s until 1952 working at the 
Denmark Inn near the outlet of Moose Pond in 
Denmark village during the summers. The inn served 
the parents of children who spent time at Camp 
Winona and Wyonegonic. Morton remembers acting 
as a bellhop, chambermaid, and anything else the 
owner needed or wanted, and his wife’s title was 
Housekeeping Counselor making sure everything 
in the inn was clean and tidy. He remembers Rose 
Kennedy and other “rich” parents of campers, but 
considered Kennedy a “nice person.”  During the 
winter he traveled with the camps’ owners, the Cobb 
family, to Vero Beach, Florida, where he served as a 
chauffeur. Morton said the Cobbs were “fine people.”
     In 1940 he married Winona Gertrude Warren who 
was born in Steep Falls and attended Baldwin schools, 
graduating from Standish High School. Morton met 
Winona when he was “peddling roasts and chops and 
chickens. She was working in Fryeburg, and I had a 
customer out that way.”  She and Paul shared many 
interests. They liked to collect coins and stamps and 
had a strong interest in local history. “Nona” and Paul 
never had any children, and she died in 1987.
     From 1952 until 1961, Morton was a carpenter for 
Ralph McAllister of Lovell, working at private camps 
mainly around Kezar Lake. “I had quite a few camps I 
took care of, and I refinished the whole inside of one.” 

     He began another career as a postal clerk at age 
61. While newspaper articles reported otherwise, 
postal documents show that Morton took the Civil 
Service Examination on April 21, 1971 and  signed 
papers, took the oath of office, and became “Officer 
in Charge” of the North Fryeburg, Maine, U.S. Post 
Office, September 24, 1971. Eventually he worked 
at the Center Lovell Post Office as a clerk. Everyone 
stated he was too old to start another career, but 
Morton obviously enjoyed switching jobs and 
learning new skills.
     Morton thought it was a “crazy thing” to add zip 
codes to the mail. Before zip codes “we had a post 
office in Sweden, they had one in Fryeburg Harbor, 
two or three in Fryeburg Center, West Fryeburg, East 
Conway, every little place had a post office. Now they 
do not have any.”  He believed it slowed the mail. 
“That’s progress, I suppose, but I don’t call it that.”  
     Paul and Winona Morton and Reverend and 
Mrs. John Dallinger started the Lovell Historical 
Society March 25, 1973 by meeting informally at 
the Reverend’s home. They discussed the pros and 
cons of the items in the booklet “Forming a Local 
Historical Society.”  After this initial meeting, it 
was decided a group representing areas of the town 
meet at the Center Church Vestry. The group was 
chosen for “their known interest in the preserving 
of town history and historical items.” When Lovell 
residents viewed the Historical Society exhibit at the 

(continued on page 4)

Bud Wilson in front of Morton’s Market 
Photo donated by Martha “Tooty” Wilson
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Bicentennial celebration, they became excited about 
collecting items and finding a place for the collection. 
According to Roberta Chandler, an early member of 
the Society, Morton was always there to help with 
fund raising and was “our greatest cheerleader.” It 
was “one of his dreams” to create a historical society 
the town would appreciate. He served as president in 
1985 and 1986, and he was actively involved until the 
death of his wife.
     Morton collected antiques and junk. He always 
believed he could recognize a bargain and turn it 
around and make a profit. He reflected, “I’ve been at 
it [buying and selling] all my life; when I was a kid, 
I swapped jackknives.” He and his wife launched the 
Odd Fellow’s Shop together. She finally joined him in 
his hobby out of frustration. He came home one night 
with a load of things Winona considered junk. She 
faced the truth that her husband could not stop himself 
from “dickering and collecting.”  Winona lamented he 
would buy “just about anything from anybody.”  She 
decided to create a trading center, and this is how the 
Odd Fellow’s Shop began. Morton purchased items, 
and Winona sold them. He noted, “I could buy a sugar 
bowl for five cents that was worth $5. I could smell a 
good trade and make a few dollars.” Morton always 
poked in people’s yards, looking for items to buy. He 
was the true definition of a Yankee trader.
     For 40 years, just about any unusual item could be 
found at the Odd Fellows Shop on the first floor of the 
Morton home on Route 5. One journalist found china, 

glassware, wall telephone, bear trap, farm machinery 
which predated the Model T, and magazines published 
in the 1800s all on the same day. Grammar and high 
school students, who caddied at the golf course 
nearby, walked the few feet to the shop to buy candy 
and soda. Morton puffed on a pipe, blinked his eyes, 
and joked, “Oh, my God, Man.”  Everyone who knew 
Morton considered him eccentric! 
     He became famous when a national television 
show interviewed him about author Stephen King 
who Morton referred to as “Steve.” Later on, a Boston 
television station came to Maine to interview Morton. 
In addition, journalists from The Bridgton News, The 
Boston Herald, and Yankee Magazine wrote articles 
about him.
     When asked about the quality of life in Lovell, 
Morton insisted that “quality of life is just what you 
make it. If you want friends, you can have friends. If 
you don’t want friends you don’t have to have them. 
And if you want them and like them, they’re there.” 
He thought Lovell was the best town he ever lived, but 
he liked people, and he met them half way to become 
friends. For entertainment he visited neighbors.  A 
nearby friend, a widow, used to play the piano and 
Morton played the drums. She was the only one he 
could talk to about the old times.
     In 1995 when Morton lived alone at age 85, he 
looked back at his time in Lovell and considered how 
the quality of life had changed. He observed how new 
people move to the area and old people “drop out.” An 

Paul Morton inside the Odd Fellow’s Shop in 1995
Photo donated by Jonathan Hatch
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individual cannot keep track of the changes unless he 
or she works at the town office.  “To know everyone 
is impossible” since many are summer or weekend 
visitors. 
     The village changed over his lifetime according 
to Morton. A large grocery store, hardware store, 
furniture store, telephone office, and gas pumps 
existed for many years, but the roads were not much 
improved until the late 1920s. Morton laughed that 
“a mortician was on duty at all times.”  The old wood 
mill disappeared in a flood in 1953. Electricity was 
added in the village in 1927 and ran up the village 
through the center, but it didn’t get to Slab City until 
President Roosevelt and the Rural Electrification Act. 
Morton remembers that’s “when they branched out 
and went into little country hamlets.” 
     Kezar Lake changed over the years, also.  When 
Morton first peddled meat in 1931 around Kezar 
Lake, few owned motor boats. People mostly rowed 
a boat and fished. When “boys from Harvard” came 
here in 1889, they returned every summer to camp on 
Sheep and Rattlesnake Islands. Five of them bought 
Rattlesnake Island in 1900, and the growth around the 
lake exploded.  Morton said the visitors to the lake 
“probably made part of the town.” Rudy Vallee owned 
a place on the lake along with other affluent people 
who lived in their vacation homes part of the year. 
     In 1995, Morton shared his favorite memory of 
Lovell:
      It’s a silly one I know but I came in here, I was a 
     young man then, I was 21 when this fellow brought
     me in peddling meat. Every tarred-paper camp - 
     I’m talking about shacks we call ‘em - and the 
     poorest of ‘em had rambler roses and usually a
     trellis. They were poor; they were honest people
     but they were poor. And there were bigger houses,

     the more affluent and they had bigger trellises but
     they all had rambler roses and that is the first
     memory of Lovell I have. That was the thing I saw.
     That isn’t history but it’s fun.    
      Paul George Chapman Morton died November 
17, 2000 at the age of 90. He was survived by his 
sister, Louise Helen Morton Perrin of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, and his friend, Priscilla Beckloff of 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania, who grew up with the Morton 
family. His “just plain junk” was auctioned off by J.H. 
Morrison Co., and their advertisement for the auction 
included the following:
     Mr. Morton was a life-long antique enthusiast
     whose discerning eye was well known of
     frequenters of his antique shop. A true Maine
     Yankee, Mr. Morton sold only to fuel his passion
     of the hunt, packing away his favorites. Every
     closet, spare room and crawl space was packed
     with boxes and trunks, brimming with local
     history. Mr. Morton was always interested in the
     past and the objects that brought it to life, and
     was a founding member of the Lovell Historical
     Society, as well as a member of the Concord,
     Vermont Historical Society. 
     Paul Morton lived a simple life, trying a variety 
of jobs, but his passion revolved around history. He 
enjoyed objects and persons who represented time and 
place. He listened to yarns from old-town Mainers, 
and he shared a narrative history with everyone 
he met, keeping Lovell alive with his laughter and 
storytelling. He learned to poke fun at himself and 
life. He refused to worry about things he had no 
control over.  He reminisced with a sigh, “I’ve had a 
good life. It’s had a lot of ups and downs, and that’s 
all right. You get out of life what you put into it.”
                                       •••
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     During the spring of 1975, a Bicentennial 
Committee was formed to organize Lovell’s activities 
for the observance of our Nation’s 200th Anniversary. 
The Committee planned a year-long celebration, 
beginning with a worship service at the Meetinghouse, 
Lovell’s original church, on July 6, 1975. Reverend 
Richard Barr of the Lovell United Church of Christ 
gave a sermon titled “Our Bicentennial: Historical or 
Hysterical?” Many of the churchgoers were dressed 
in costumes and horse-drawn carriages were used to 
transport some attendees. 
     That same year, a contest was held to create an 
official seal for the town of Lovell.  Roger Williams, 
a commercial artist who had recently moved his 
family from Ohio to Lovell Village, designed the 
winning entry. It was remarked that his composition 
was chosen because it represented the agricultural, 
recreational, and scenic aspects of the Town’s culture. 
The twenty-three stars in the border showed Maine’s 
position in the sequence of states entering the union.
     The culmination of activities was Lovell Old Home 
Days, which included a children’s parade on Friday 
evening and an especially large parade on Saturday, 
August 16, 1976. There were horses, marching bands, 
commercial and family floats, and fire engines. The 
parade ended at the fairgrounds near the VFW Hall 
where hundreds of kids and adults joined in playing 
games. Young children boarded the Lovell Express, a 
miniature train ride. Bigger kids rode the chair swings, 
tossed baseballs at plates, or pitched pennies. There 
was a dunking machine and a beat-the-dealer game. 
Beano was played in the Hall, food was provided by 
the VFW Ladies Auxiliary, and raffle winners were 
announced throughout the afternoon.
     On the Thursday and Friday prior to the parade, 
the Lovell Historical Society sponsored a Bicentennial 
Exhibit at the Masonic Lodge. Among the displays of  
baskets, butter churns, and locally made coffins were 
area artisans who explained how to make everything 
from pewter bowls to yarn. As a reporter from 
The Bridgton News wrote, “The purpose of the show 
was to display artifacts from the history of Lovell: 
an old newspaper printed in Lovell was on display, 
as were old Lovell-made chairs. Unlike many ‘dead’ 
museums, however, Lovell’s temporary house 
of artifacts was given life by the presence of the 
contemporary artists who keep the old arts, the old 
crafts, the old ways alive.”                           •••

Lovell’s Bicentennial Celebration

Paul & Nona Morton dressed in costume at 
the Meetinghouse, July 6, 1975.

Photo donated by Linda Fisher-Neenan

  Lovell’s new town seal, designed by Roger Williams
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Gifts and Donations

We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Dan Barker—permission to scan 
photos and newsclippings related to Marsden Hartley; Bobbie Chalou—postcard dated 1914; Linda Drew—1911 
letter to H.D. Walker, Annie Heald Christmas program circa 1950; Steve Fox (in memory of Fred Fox)—four 
Oxford County highway maps dated 1938; William McDevitt—Watson family photos, published material related 
to Lovell; Peter McNerney—permission to scan Martin family photos; Mariuna Morrison (in memory of Leotus 
Morrison)—Camp Mudjekeewis hat and patch; Center Lovell hat, 1994 Camp Mudjekeewis Reunion t-shirt; 
David Sanderson—Capturing a Giant Devilfish by Don Dickerman; Al & Jacky Stearns—permission to scan 
photos; Tooty Wilson—two loom weavings by Marion Rodgerson. 
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: David & Betsy Freund; Vernon & Joan 
King; Winchell & Ruth Moore; Mariuna Morrison (in memory of Leo Morrison).
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Katherine Armstrong; Raymond & Kathy Bessette (in 
memory of Henry McDeed); David & Eva Bradford; Elmer Fox; Eric Gulbrandsen & Karen Erickson (in 
memory of Bessie “Beloved Baby” Harriman); Collier Hands; Ford & Patsy Hutchinson; Vernon & Joan 
King (in memory of Ruth Stanford); Dan Kirwin; Roland & JoAnn Lajoie; Keith Land & Lynn Stockford (in 
memory of Chapman Stockford); Jacqueline Lewis; Barbara McAllister (in memory of Erwin McAllister); Judy 
Michaels (in memory of Tim Rowe); Ed Nista; Al & Jacky Stearns; Stan Tupaj & Rondi Stearns (in memory of 
Charlie Benge); Jeff & Joyce White.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been listed here 
or previously noted, please contact us immediately.  We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and 
friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.

_________________________________________________________________________

In Memoriam

We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors.

Charles E. Benge, 79, of Lovell passed away on March 6, 2016. He was born on January 1, 1937 in Versailles, KY, 
a son of Lige and Stella Benge. He was raised in Richmond, IN and after high school enlisted in the US Army. He 
spent twenty years in the Army, attaining the rank of Sergeant First Class, and received numerous commendation 
letters and medals. After retiring from the service, he received a BS from Westbrook College. Charlie was active in 
the Fryeburg/Lovell VFW, the Lovell Masonic Lodge, and was a life member of this Society. He is survived by his 
wife Claudia, two sons—John and Scott—and six grandchildren.
Margot (Dunbar) Bleier, 70, of Loudon, NH died on February 8, 2016. She was born May 28, 1945 in Lynne, MA, 
the daughter of Roger and Jessie Dunbar. She grew up in Marblehead, MA, attended Camp Mudjekeewis from 1952 
through 1959, and graduated from Lake Erie College. Most of her life she lived in Concord and Bow, NH and had a 
long career as a travel agent. Margot was a member of this Society. She is survived by her daughter Kimberly Bleier-
Woods and two granddaughters.
Ann (Curley) Brown, 84, of Atlanta, GA passed away on January 12, 2016. She was born and raised on Staten 
Island, attended Camp Mudjekeewis, and graduated from Cornell University School of Hotel Administration. She 
was a stay-at-home mom until the children were grown and then worked as a real estate agent. She is survived by her 
husband Bill, two children—Bill Jr. and Liz—and four grandchildren.
William de Krafft Burton, 89, of Concord, MA died on March 6, 2016. He was the son of Carlisle and Marjorie 
Burton and grew up in Winchester, MA. He attended Hobart College and became President of the Burton-Rogers 
Co., after the death of his father. Bill summered all of his life on Kezar Lake at his family home on Timber Island 
and was a member of this Society. He was predeceased by two daughters—Bonnie Searing and Wendy—and is 
survived by his son Bill and six grandchildren.
Elna E. (McAllister) Hale, 77, of Denmark, ME passed away on February 17, 2016. She was born on June 7, 1938, 
the daughter of Albert and Elna McAllister of Albany Township, ME and attended school in Lovell and Fryeburg. 
She was a member of this Society. Elna is survived by her husband Irving, three children—Roger, Rita Reutershan, 
and Russ—eight grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren.
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Ann Marie (Sullivan) Hutchins, 66, of Lovell, passed away on February 6, 2016. She was born in Somerville, MA 
on September 24, 1949, the daughter of Jeremiah and Bridie Sullivan. Ann had a career as a nurse, specializing in 
hospice care. She is survived by her husband Price, three children—Regina Brooks, Erin Hall, and Eli—and five
grandchildren.
Edward K. McAlister, 69, of Lovell passed away on December 16, 2015. He was born on March 11, 1946 in 
Stow, ME, the son of Kenneth and Mary McAlister. Ed had a logging business most of his life, and later worked for 
Coleman Concrete as a driver. He is survived by his wife Marie, three children—Michael, Pamela, and Tammy—and 
two granddaughters.
Marion Osman, 89, of North Lovell died on December 19, 2015. She was born on June 11, 1925 in Exeter, 
England. She had a career in accounting in Boston and also pursued her passion as an abstract painter. She was a 
member of this Society.
Stephen Donald Ryan, 85, of Acton, MA died on February 8, 2016. He was born on April 16, 1930, the son 
of Stephen and Katherine Ryan of Brookline, MA. He graduated from Boston College and had a career with 
International Paper, Champion International, and Stone Container Corporation. Don was a summer resident of Lovell 
and is survived by his wife Jane, three children—Katherine, David, and Elizabeth Barron—and six grandchildren.
Harriet I. (Sprague) Sage, 97, of Lovell passed away on February 15, 2016. She was born in Sidney, NY on 
September 14, 1918, the daughter of Joseph and Ethel Sprague. For many years, she had an artificial flower 
business before moving to Center Lovell in 1993 to assist her daughter running the Center Lovell Inn. Harriet was a 
member of this Society. She was predeceased by her husband Earle and is survived by her two children—Janice and 
Timothy—and one granddaughter.
Beatrice “Betty” M. (Cram) Webster, 88 of Halcott Center, NY and formerly of Portland, ME died on January 
11, 2016. She was born on June 23, 1927 in Portland, ME, the daughter of Harris and Emily Cram. She was a 
member of this Society. Betty was predeceased by her husband Dick and is survived by her three children—Jacki 
VanValkenburgh, J. Thomas, and Jeffrey—five grandchildren and two great grandchildren.


