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William Armstrong Fairburn and Westways
By David F. Woods

     William Armstrong Fairburn (1876-1947) was 
one of Lovell’s most famous but also most reserved 
summer residents. In the 1920s he built Westways on 
Kezar Lake, which served as a corporate retreat for 
his company, Diamond Match. He spent his summers 
in Lovell, yet few local or seasonal residents had 
dealings with him. The man treasured his privacy, so 
activities at the enclave were kept secret.  
     Fairburn, born in Huddersfield, England on 
October 12, 1876, entered the U.S. in May 1891. He 
settled with his family, parents Thomas & Elizabeth 
and two sisters, in Bath, Maine where he apprenticed 
himself to the Bath Iron Works. He became a noted 
naval architect, ship builder, and author of the 
definitive book on 19th Century merchant ships. He 
also became one of America’s greatest industrialists 
during the first half of the 20th Century. He went to 
work for the Diamond Match Company in 1909 as a 
chemical engineer, inventing and patenting the first 
non-poisonous wooden match in 1913, and by 1915 
was president and owner of the company. Very quickly 
Diamond Match cornered the wooden match market 
– which made Fairburn quite wealthy. 
     In the classic style of the late 19th and early 20th 
Century industrialist, Fairburn was every bit the 
paternalistic, authoritarian figure who harbored no 
doubts about his wisdom or abilities. On our camp 
bookshelf we have several volumes of self-published 
lengthy dissertations on such subjects as Life and 
Work, Work and Workers, Russia the Utopia in Chains 
along with others which were often required reading 
for his employees.
     During the 1920s Diamond Match bought up 
large parcels of Maine forests, including considerable 
acreage in Lovell and Stoneham, to assure a steady 
supply of raw materials for its matches, tongue 
depressors, clothes pins, etc. At one point Diamond 
Match owned most of the land between Boulder 
Brook and the Garcelon estate at the north end of 
Kezar Lake. 
     In 1926, Fairburn carved out 130 acres for himself 
and built a corporate retreat he called Westways at 

Lake Kezar, one of three “Westways” he owned. The 
others were in Morristown, New Jersey and Ojai, 
California.
     Westways at Lake Kezar was a classic Adirondack 
type retreat very typical of the times: sturdy buildings, 
pine paneling and wood shingles situated so as to 
complement the natural topography and to deliver 
magnificent lake and mountain views without being 
seen from the lake. He built a large main house for 
himself and his wife Louise (Ramsay) (1879-1962) 
and sons Bill (William Armstrong Fairburn, Jr., 1910-
1966)  and Bob (Robert Gordon Fairburn, 1912-1976). 
He added a recreational building with bowling alleys 
and pool and ping pong tables and in the back, a card 
room. (continued on page 3)

William Armstrong Fairburn horseback riding at Westways.                 
Photo donated by Donald Andrews   
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From the President

     As we have in previous years, our summer edition 
of the Society’s newsletter is being mailed town 
wide. If you have not received the previous quarterly 
editions and enjoy reading this publication, we hope 
you will become a member of the Lovell Historical 
Society.
     We have a large number of activities scheduled in 
the next few months. Among them are our two largest 
fund-raisers. Our annual Antique Show and Auction 
is being held on Sunday, July 14th from 10am until 
3pm. There will be antique dealers displaying their 
items for sale, a live auction of contemporary items 
beginning at 11am, a day long silent auction, delicious 
food—grilled hamburgers and hot dogs, sandwiches, 
desserts, and drinks—and antique appraisals 
conducted by Bruce Buxton from 12pm to 2pm. 
Admission is free and we hope you will join us!
     Four weeks later, on Sunday, August 11th we will 
be conducting our biannual Lovell House Tour. Five 
houses will be available for viewing from 1pm to 
4pm, and after the tour ticket holders are invited to 
the Pleasant Point Inn for refreshments—free hors 
d’oeuvres accompanied by a cash bar. To purchase 
a ticket, come to the Kimball-Stanford House after 
12pm on the day of the event or you may use the 
enclosed brochure to pre-register.
     For our members and those considering 
joining, please know we are extremely grateful for 
whatever form of contribution you can make to this 
organization. Your assistance can take the form of 
financial or material donations, volunteer work in our 
research center, or helping with scheduled events. 
There are lots of opportunities and we need your 
continued support to preserve the rich history of 
Lovell.
     Best wishes, Catherine Stone    

     2013 Events

Antique Sale & Auction     Sunday, July 14
Maine at Gettysburg     Sunday, August 4
Historic House Tour     Sunday, August 11
Business Meeting               Tuesday, August 20
Lovell in the Civil War     Sunday, September 8
Fall Harvest      Sunday, October 13
Business Meeting               Tuesday, October 15
Honoring Our Veterans     Sunday, November 10
Business Meeeting             Tuesday, December 10
Christmas Open House     Sunday, December 15  

Correction: In the Spring 2013 newsletter we 
mistakenly stated that the former general store in 
Lovell Village burned on Feb. 8, 2013. The fire was 
on Feb. 9, 2013. Typographical error.

$45
Hardcover with over 80 images

All proceeds to benefit the Lovell Historical Society
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     There were stables for his horses, a softball 
diamond, a tennis court and a Fives Court. Fives 
is a game similar to handball and the Westways 
court is one of only three or four in the U.S. There 
are also two boat houses and several residential 
buildings on the property, including one once called 
“The Museum” which housed Fairburn’s office and 
collections of maritime materials and art work. On 
the lake shore there is a large clearing called “The 
Airport”, built after Fairburn’s death, where there 
was a winch and turntable so the Diamond Match 
Grumman Goose seaplane could pull up, deposit 
its passengers, turn around and return to the water. 
The Winter 2007 issue of Yesterday’s News contains 
a rather harrowing story of the previous seaplane 
Fairburn used, a Grumman Widgeon.
     The long road in was protected at the Route 5 end 
by a gate which was always closed. Uninvited guests 
were not welcome.
     In a 1944 article, Time magazine called Fairburn 
“secretive” and claimed that he ran Diamond Match 
“like a Central American dictator”. That probably 
seemed an apt description to anyone who lived in, 
worked in, or visited Lovell from the 1920s through 
the 1960s. Westways was a closed society in every 
way. 
     Hallie Harriman, who managed Westways from the 
early 1960s into the mid-70s, said that during William 
Fairburn’s years employees from town were forbidden 

(continued on page 4)

to reveal anything about the enclave. To do so meant 
immediate termination. In fact, almost no records or 
history of Westways from the mid-1920s until the 
1950s exist. For the most part those who knew what 
went on behind the gates are no longer with us, and 
they left few, if any, records or available photographs.
     During the summers of 1949 -1951, summer 
resident Jack Hawley worked at Westways. He says 
that life at Westways after Fairburn’s death was little 
changed from the way things had been since the 
1920s – very structured with rules and obligations 
that applied to everyone. For example, the softball 
diamond saw action every afternoon and after the 
game everyone went back to work or on to the next 
guest activity. The only change Jack believes occured 
after Fairburn’s death was in regard to the family’s 
privacy. His widow, Louise, became more socially 
involved after her husband’s death.
     Louise was affectionately known to family and 
friends as “Granny”.  She was matriarchal and very 
much the proper early 20th Century aristocratic 
dowager. Hawley remembers her intensely loyal 
four personal servants: her personal maid, Hulda 
Anderson; the house maid Jenny Lundborg and her 
husband, Einer, the butler; and a cook named Hilda. 
Hawley was Granny’s chauffeur and was also in 
charge of waterfront activities during his summers at 
Westways. 
     For a number of years in the 1940s and 1950s 
the manager of Westways was a man named Charlie 
Wahl. Hawley says that one afternoon in September 
he and Charlie left to have a couple of beers. Family 
members, except for Granny, had left the estate so 
they headed to the tennis court to play a few games. 
Unbeknownst to either, Granny was watching the 
rather beer-influenced game and later told Jack with 
some amusement that she even saw Charlie “relieving 
himself against a tree”.
     Granny Fairburn loved to watch the softball games 
because around that same time she was hit by a foul 
ball which broke her glasses – a ball hit by none other 
than poor Charlie Wahl! 
     Fairburn loved to ride and would move his 
horses back and forth from both the New Jersey and 
California Westways to Kezar Lake. Daily, he and 
his entourage of guests and family rode the trails 
throughout the vast Diamond Match and Westways 
properties. 
     The late Dick Beckhard says in his book, The View 
from Shangri-La, that for a number of years his father 
would not let Fairburn ride across his property which 
was carved out of the Diamond Match holdings on 
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the shore a mile or so north of Westways. Fairburn 
was not used to being denied, but met his match (no 
pun intended) in Richard Beckhard, Sr. who finally 
agreed to let the horses cross his property, but only in 
exchange for a constant supply of firewood and ice 
from the Westways crew.
     While the Fairburn family ate in the large house 
where the Fairburn’s lived, everyone else, guests 
and all, ate in the “cookhouse” which was located at 
the hairpin turn on what is now Palmer Lane. In that 
same area was the paddock, vestiges of which can 
still be seen in the remnants of the old fences. 
     Every Saturday there was a cookout on the shore 
of the lake at what, since 1973, has been our camp. 
Attendance was mandatory. The fire would be started 
early and the coals were hot by suppertime. There 
was a large 10 foot high screen to catch the sparks 
when the wind blew across the lake. 
     There were picnic tables, including a very large 
one that seated at least 14 people and more with 
kids. We inherited that table and its huge lazy Susan. 
Unhappily, due to time and weather that wonderful 
table is no more.
     There was no time for boredom at Westways. 

Every morning guests received under their door 
a schedule of their required activities for the day.  
Outdoor events were the rule including water skiing. 
Jack Hawley tells the story that a minor scandal was 
created one day when the governess for the Hall 
family, who were guests at Westways, lost her top 
while waterskiing. I suspect Granny was quietly 
amused.
     Fairburn usually arrived at Westways in May and 
left in October. He was seldom in his Manhattan 
office where Diamond Match was headquartered, 
preferring to spend his winters in Ojai and his 
summers in Maine. There is no record today of his 
activities in Morristown where the only Westways 
today is an auto dealership. 
     The Fairburn Marine Education Foundation of 
Center Lovell is listed as the publisher of Fairburn’s 
classic Merchant Sail, but there is no current record 
of it. Online searches produce nothing and I can only 
speculate that it housed his substantial collection of 
marine photographs, records, engineering designs, 
maps, etc., most of which is now scattered in various 
museums and galleries, primarily in Portland and 
Bath.

The Fairburn family at Westways during the summer of 1940. On the left is Bill with his wife Laura and their 
two sons, Bill and David. On the right is Bob with his wife Molly and their two daughters, Anne and Louise. 
William Armstrong Fairburn Sr. and his wife Louise are standing in back.

Photo donated by James Fairburn
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     Little is known about the Fairburn’s older son, Bill. 
He died in 1966 at the age of 56. His widow created 
a foundation that annually gives over $100,000 in 
scholarships to qualifying Ventura County, California 
high school graduates.
     An interesting reference to Bill is in a letter 
Fairburn, Sr. wrote during World War II  to Lake 
Kezar Country Club enclosing his annual dues, “. . . 
not because of any desire to utilize the services of the 
Country Club this year,” he said, “but to give you a 
measure of financial support in the current year of a 
national emergency”. He went on to say that although 
his son, W.A. Jr. “. . . occasionally utilized the facility 
in previous years, he was now in service”. But then, 
as an indication of his patriotism during World War 
II, he went on to say that even if W.A., Jr. was there 
he would not play golf “because of the need of the 
conservation of rubber and gasoline”.     
     On October 1, 1947 William Armstrong Fairburn, 
Sr. died at Westways. Bob, his younger son, 
succeeded him as president of Diamond Match, and 

expanded the company significantly. He sold Diamond 
Match in 1957 and in 1972 he sold Westways with its 
130 acres and 2,700 foot lake frontage to a Boston real 
estate development partnership, LandVest Properties, 
for $400,000. LandVest Properties then sold several of 
the camps, including ours, to individual owners before 
selling the remaining property to a group of private 
investors for $795,000. Over the next several years 
they in turn sold lots to individual owners. 
     LandVest Properties placed restrictions on the 
number and location of future buildings on the 
property in order to create “a good compromise 
between development and the wise use of a fragile 
resource”. In that same spirit, the governing 
documents of the owners’ association, Westways 
Maintenance Corporation, were written to require that 
the property be maintained in the tradition of William 
Armstrong Fairburn, Sr. My family and I were the first 
owners at the new Westways and we can attest that the 
tradition lives on.
                                        •••

WILLIAM ARMSTRONG FAIRBURN: A Factor in Human Progress by Herbert Manchester

     In 1940 Manchester wrote a biography of Fairburn, which must have met with his subject’s approval. 
The introduction began by stating that over the course of fifty centuries of recorded history, only a 
surprisingly few number of men have added “a chapter to the story of civilization”. These men made “a 
definite step in the progress of mankind” through their advancements in industrial, economic, and social 
problems. Fairburn, according to the author, was such a man. His list of accomplishments included the 
following:
 •  Been an originator in more than one field of importance.
 •  As a naval architect, constructed from his own designs the two largest cargo-carrying  
                steamships ever built, which were thirty years ahead of their time.
 •  Recreated a great American industry and made its manufacturing operations continuous 
     instead of seasonal.
 •  Revolutionized the making of an essential product, as to economy and character, by the
     origination and development of new processes and machinery.
 •  Removed the constant threat of a dreaded and loathsome occupational disease that menaced
     and affected thousands of workers.
 •  Substituted in American homes a safe product in place of a poisonous one that had caused
     many deaths.
 •  Devised novel, economical, and efficient systems of air conditioning when the term was still
     unknown.
 •  Eliminated various fire hazards from an essential product in the industry and in the house.
 •  Discovered new sources and processes to obtain materials necessary to national well-being,
     when the available supply was cut off by the World War.
 •  Attained leadership in reforestation and became the acknowledged pioneer in conceiving and
     perfecting a profitable system of nurturing and harvesting timber as a crop on a sustained
     yield basis.
 •  Established good-fellowship in his organization and co-operation along sound lines between his
     various branches of industry and business.
 •  Written philosophical works, the ideas of which, if followed, would go far to promote
     individual happiness and social progress.
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_________________________________________________________________________

Gifts and Donations

We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Craig Adams—1941 North Lovell 
School publication Pine Boughs; Sandra Bell—circa 1740 ladder-back chair; Linda Drew (in memory of Sam & 
Rebecca Ring)—Stearns, Kimball & Walker receipts, Civil War Exemption Certificate, brief history of the Lovell 
Village Post Office, Addie May Walker’s 1880 Holy Bible; Frank & Willie Gorke—group of letters and receipts 
associated with Joseph Bassett and his harness business dated 1853 through 1879; Susan Hamlin-Mead (in memory 
of Marcia Hamlin)—permission to scan photos, wooden box with spools of thread; Gus & Mantana Heim—
permission to scan photos; Norm & Ruth Hodgkins (in memory of Charlotte Hartman & Dodo Knight)—Crazy 
About Horses Poster Book by Dodo Knight, A Lady of the Lake by Charlotte Hartman; Arden Johnson (in memory 
of George & Barbara LeMay)—log cabin doll house with 6” porcelain doll family members, permission to scan 
photos; Julie Leverenz—Camp Mudjekeewis pillow cover and eleven badges, permission to scan photo;  Ron & 
Sally McAllister—Ralph McAllister’s band saw for boat construction; Leotus Morrison—Camp Mudjekeewis 
photo; Roberta Muse—2 Evergreen Valley T-shirts and 2 Evergreen Valley posters; Al & Jacky Stearns—The 
Campaigns of the Seventeenth Maine by Edwin B. Houghton; Carol Tickton—2 Kezar Lake Camp pennants from 
1964 & 1966, Kezar Lake Camp hat, permission to scan photos.
Donations to our auctions and raffle have been generously made by the following individuals and businesses: 
Steve & Mary Anderson; Art Underfoot; Bridgton Books; Robert Chiarello & Robin Taylor-Chiarello; 
Ebenezer’s Restaurant & Pub; Nancy Eshleman; Fryeburg Pottery & Art Center; Gilmore Camps; Harvest 
Gold Gallery; Kezar Lake Marina; Tom & Paula Hughes; Lake Kezar Country Club; LHC Fine Art 
Photography; Lovell Logging & Tree Service; Richard & Linda Matte; McSherry’s Nursery & Garden 
Center; Molloy Energy; Northeast Gems; Pie Tree Orchard; Pleasant Point Inn; Quisisana; Rocky Ridge 
Guide Service; the Riecken Family; Rod Iron Designs; Virginia Roriston; Rosie’s Lovell Village Store; the 
Semple Family; Waters Edge; David & Evie Wood.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Mary Adams; Timothy Barker; William Burton; Virginia 
Chandler (in memory of John Chandler); Scott & Carolyn Conti; Charles & Joan Dattelbaum; Joe & Jane 
Davis; Eric Ernst (in memory of Elfriede Ernst); Charlie Fowlie; Elmer Fox; Phil Harmon; Fred & Rachael 
Heim; Gus & Mantana Heim (in memory of Tom Sherburne); David Kanter; Walt & Gib Krauser; Howard & 
Veronica Mitchell; Linda Fisher Neenan (in memory of Richard Fisher); Anne Pilsbury (in memory of Juanita 
Perkins); Ellen Rowe; Peter & Kate Schoch; Robert & Joan Stearns; David & Alison Tomlinson; Beatrice 
Webster (in memory of John Chandler).
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been listed here 
or previously noted, please contact us immediately.  We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and 
friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.

Camp 1 at Westways
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In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors:

Dorothy (Kimball) Force, 92, of Lovell passed away on April 4, 2013. She was born in Gorham, 
ME on May 13, 1920, the daughter of William and Nellie Kimball. She graduated from Gorham High 
School and had a career as a beautician. She also had a passion for music and for many years sang and 
played piano with her dance band. Dottie was predeceased by her husband William and a son, Charles 
Hutto Jr. She is survived by three children—Claudia Benge, Gary Hutto, and Wayne Hutto—and six 
grandchildren.

Norman C. Hodsdon, 90, of Lovell passed away on May 4, 2013. He was born on July 28, 1922, the 
son of Arthur and Eleanor Hodsdon. His primary occupation was in the logging industry and he enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, camping, and snowmobiling. He was predeceased by his wife Hannah and his son 
Thomas. He is survived by his daughters—Patricia Papa and Mary Dugans—five grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren.

Helen Woodbridge (Whiting) Livingston, 89, of Peterborough, NH and Lovell died on February 28, 
2013. She was born on January 10, 1924 in Weston, MA, the daughter of Royal and Elizabeth Whiting. 
She graduated from Concord Academy, attended Sarah Lawrence College, and spent her life as an active 
volunteer for such organizations as the YWCA and the United Way. She summered at her Boulder Brook 
camp and was a life member of this Society. She was predeceased by her husband, John Calhoun, and is 
survived by her three daughters—Rev. Deborah Wyman, Elisabeth Lyre, and Martha Livingston—five 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, and six stepchildren.

Jean (Andrews) Marble, 90, of Etobicoke, Ontario passed away on February 2, 2013. She was born 
in Providence, RI on May 16, 1923, the daughter of Harold and Helen Andrews. She spent much of 
her career working at the Institute of Child Studies and was an avid genealogist. She was a member 
of this Society. Jean is survived by her three children—Carol Thatcher, David, and Peter—and five 
grandchildren.

Michael Todd McFarlin, 57, of Lovell died on June 1, 2013. He was born in Bridgton, ME on March 
12, 1956, the son of Fred and June McFarlin. He was a carpenter by trade. Mike is survived by his three 
children—Michelle, Sarah, and Joshua—and three grandchildren.

Glenn F. Moore, 89, of Lincoln Park, NJ and Lovell passed away on May 8, 2013. He served as a U.S. 
Marine in the Pacific during World War II and was a teacher and coach for many years at a NJ school. 
He was an active volunteer for many organizations in Lovell and was a member of this Society. He is 
survived by his wife Claire and three children—Dan, Doug, and Jeanne—eight grandchildren, and four 
great-grandchildren.

Thomas R. Sherburne, 95, of St. Petersburg, FL died on May 14, 2013. He was born in Lexington, MA 
on June 26, 1917, the son of Thomas and Gertrude Sherburne. He spent his childhood summers on Kezar 
Lake with his grandfather, Ben Brown of Brown’s Camps. After military service, he worked as a branch 
officer for the First National Bank in Boston, MA. Tom was a contributor to this Society.

Marcia (Brown) Stern, 79, of Concord, NH passed away on July 25, 2012. She was born in Orange, 
NJ on July 28, 1932, the daughter of Archibald and Carol Brown. She graduated from Smith College, 
received a M.A. in early childhood education from Lesley University, and devoted her professional life 
to work with families and young children with special needs. From 1942 through 1945 she attended 
Camp Mudjekeewis and was a member of this Society. Marty is survived by her husband Ernest, three 
children—Cary Frye, Douglas Plumer, and Eric Stern—four step-children, and eight grandchildren.

Scott Thompson, 35 of Stow, ME and Lovell died on May 31, 2013. He worked at Lovell Lumber for 
nearly thirteen years. He is survived by his wife Tamara and three children—Jacob, Jordan, and Jasmine.
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If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-14” or “Life”,
it is time to join or renew your membership.  Thanks!

Sunday, July 14th, 2013

Antique Sale from 10am to 3pm
Live Auction at 11am

Antique Appraisals from 12pm to 2pm
Silent Auction from 10am to 3pm

Delicious Food and Free Admission

Live Auction Items: 
• 200 Gallons Heating Oil Fill-up   • 2014 Membership to Lake Kezar Country Club
• Decorative Sign Bracket   • Cocktail Cruise for 6
• 2 Cords of Firewood    • Framed Photograph of Moose
• Day of Guided Fishing for 2   • 1 Week Stay at Gilmore Camps
• Animal Tracks Floorcloth   • Sabattus Post Office Sign
• Sterling Silver Cuff Bracelet   • Framed Wood Relief Carving
• Dinner for 4 at Center Lovell Inn  • Framed Lithograph of Wolves
• 2 Tickets to Bill Cosby Performance  • Day Rental of Pontoon Boat
• 1914 Nickel Plated Cook Stove  • Private Beer Dinner for 4 at Ebenezer’s Pub
• 2 Red Sox vs. Tigers Tickets   • Dinner & Show for 4 at Quisisana

• Steamship Cruise for 4 Aboard 1915 SS City of Lovell

Silent Auction Items Include: Gift Certificates to Pleasant Point Inn, Fryeburg Pottery & Art Center, 
Bridgton Books, Water’s Edge Gifts, Pie Tree Orchard, McSherry’s Nursery & Garden Center, and 
Northeast Gems; Gift baskets from Dunkin Donuts and the Garden Step.

Raffle Items:  • $100 Gift Certificate for Rosie’s Lovell Village Store
  • Wood and Cane Rocker 
  • Our 2 Publications - Kezar Lake Memoirs & The History of West Lovell.


