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The Volk Family at Hewnoaks

     At the turn of the nineteenth century, one of America’s prominent painters established summer roots in Lovell. 
In 1898, the wife of Stephen Arnold “Douglas” Volk (1856-1935) purchased property on the shores of Kezar Lake. 
That land remained in the family for almost one hundred years, making the Volk family one of the most established 
summer residents in Lovell.
     Douglas was the son of American sculptor Leonard Volk. Leonard is best known for making one of only two life 
masks of Abraham Lincoln, although he also made several well-known large sculptures. Douglas was named for 
his mother’s cousin, Stephen A. Douglas, the Illinois Senator who lost the 1860 Presidential election to Abraham 
Lincoln.
     When Douglas was fourteen his family moved to Europe. He studied art in Rome and, after showing considerable 
promise as a painter, was accepted into the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris. He studied there from 1873 to 1879. 
When he returned to the United States, Douglas spent his lifetime teaching and painting. He taught at the Art 
Students League of New York, the National Academy of Design, Cooper Union, and the Society for Ethical Culture. 
He also helped to found the Minneapolis School of Fine Arts. 
     As an artist, Douglas became well-known for his portraits, including those of King Albert of Belgium, David 
Lloyd George, and General John J. Pershing. He was also acclaimed for his studies of Abraham Lincoln, one of 
which was featured on the four-cent U.S. postage stamp between 1954 and 1968. His work can be found at many 
important museums in the country, including the National Gallery in Washington, D.C. and the Metropolitan 
Museum in New York City.
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2015 Events

Business Meeting        Tuesday, April 21st
Annual Dinner         Monday, June 29th
Antique Show and Auction   Sunday, July 12th
House Tour         Sunday, August 2nd
Business Meeting        Tuesday, August 18th
Fall Harvest         Sunday, October 11th
Business Meeting        Tuesday, October 20th 
Business Meeting        Tuesday, December 8th
Christmas Open House        Sunday, December 13th
   

From the President

     We have another busy summer planned, beginning 
with our Annual Dinner at Ebenezer’s Pub on June 
29th, followed by our 16th annual Antique Show and 
Live Auction on July 12th, and our 5th Historic House 
Tour on August 2nd. We hope you will be able to join 
us for all three events.
     In preparation for the Auction, which is our largest 
fund raising event, we are trying to gather a fine 
selection of auction items. Any contributions you 
would like to make would be greatly appreciated. We 
are also looking for items to sell in our Antique Shop 
and will gladly accept your donations.
     Starting in May, we will be selling a limited edition 
reproduction print of Herbert L. Flint’s 1915 Map of 
Kezar Lake. Only 100 prints will be sold and all maps 
will be numbered. The color map measures 24 x 36. We 
are now accepting pre-orders and expect these maps, 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the rare 
original, to sell quickly. The artist’s proof will be one 
of the items being auctioned in July. Each map is being 
offered for $100 and, if you wish, we can mail the map 
to you for an additional $10. 
     This summer, we are again looking forward to the 
assistance of a paid intern. Thanks to the generosity 
of one of our members, we will soon be selecting 
a student to work with us for eight weeks. Last 
year’s intern made a significant contribution to our 
organization and we are fortunate to be able to offer the 
position again.
     In closing, I want to thank all of our donors and 
volunteers. Over the last few years, the Society has 
been very fortunate to receive many contributions in 
the form of volunteer work, additions to our collection, 
and financial gifts. Please remember we welcome and 
depend on all of these contributions, no matter what 
form.

     Best wishes, Catherine Stone

 

Limited Edition Print of 100
Herbert L. Flint’s 1915 

Map of Kezar Lake

Available May 2015 - Order Now
$100 per map
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Douglas and Marion standing outside of Hewnoaks

     Volk married artist Marion Larrabee (1859-1925) 
in 1881 and they had four children: Leonard (1882-
1891); Wendall (1886-1953); Marion or “Mary Ann” 
(1888-1973); and Gerome or “Jerry” (1890-1955). 
Their first born son died at an early age. 
     In 1898, Douglas’s wife Marion, with the financial 
help of a friend, purchased the old Charles Hamblen 
farm as a summer retreat for the family. The property 
was partially situated on a hill that led down to 
the pristine shores of Kezar Lake and included a 
panoramic view of the White Mountains. Douglas and 
Marion transformed the farmhouse into “Hewnoaks”, 
a Tudor style house that featured hand-hewn oak 
beams.
      In an article published in the Lewiston Journal 
in 1904, Marion Volk explained the appeal of their 
Lovell home: It is this out-of-door life we enjoy most 
and so you will find the whole place uncitified. It 
is just as close to nature as we can make it, to live 
comfortably, and when we built our house we decided 
that should be in keeping with this idea. The walls 
are thick and tons of oak are in the heavy beams. 
The plates and sills and posts are all hewn with the 
axe, dovetailed and pegged with wood. Split hemlock 
boards are used for lathing on which Portland cement 
is laid for the exterior of the walls. Even the hinges 
are of hammered iron from a native forge.
     The author of the 1904 article, Alice Frost Lord, 
gave a description of the main house, which was 
completed in 1902. She reported finding a “big 
fireplace of old-fashioned dimensions, the latticed 
windows, the open stairway curving to the second 
floor with its sleeping rooms, the odd bookcases, the 
richly carved chests….” Everywhere, Lord wrote, she 
found “evidences of the artistic taste of the owners”.  
     In addition to the main house, Lord described two 
additional buildings on the property. There was a 
nearby one-room cabin where Wendall and Jerry slept 
and Volk’s studio building which sat on top of a hill. 
Construction had also begun in 1904 on a boathouse.   
      The Volk family had a passionate interest 
in handicrafts, both as collectors and as artists. 
Following that interest and with a desire to create 
a profitable enterprise, Marion and her daughter 
established a rug making venture named Sabatos 
Industries after nearby Sabattus Mountain. The 
business was described as follows in The Bulletin of 
the Bureau of Labor (November 1904):  
     In the summer of 1900 Mrs. Volk began 
experimenting with a view to improve the New 
England hooked rug. Instead of rag strips she used 
native wool, homespun yarn, and the designs were 
adapted from Indian Handicrafts.  Her first rug was 
taken to New York and shown to a group of artists; 
and it was received with such favor that the maker 

soon received a number of orders.  She turned to her 
neighbors for help, and has enlisted the aid of about 
a dozen women, the wives of thrifty and fairly well-to-
do farmers near Center Lovell.
     Various hand-woven foundations were tried, 
and the material finally adopted is all-wool, hand-
woven, home-spun webbing. Thus the rugs are wholly 
the product of hand industry, and sheep raising 
by the farmers in that vicinity has been materially 
stimulated. Most of the wool is carded at an old 
waterpower carding mill at Waterford, near Center 
Lovell, but the other processes are carried on by 
hand.  The dyes used are from vegetable sources. It 
is stated that almost any dye will fade more or less 
in the course of time, but that these vegetable dyes, 
if they change at all, will still retain much of their 
original color and remain harmonious in tone, while 
commercial dyes, though much easier to use, change 
into shades quite different from the original color 
and less pleasant to the eye.  Especial importance is 
attached to the use of old vat indigo blue, one of the 
predominating colors in the Sabatos rugs and one 
of the most difficult colors to obtain, but practically 
fadeless.  A few persons near Center Lovell still 
preserve the difficult art of indigo dyeing.

(continued on page 4)
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Interior of the main lodge at Hewnoaks

     Douglas and Marion’s son Wendall was also 
involved in handicrafts at Hewnoaks. He became an 
accomplished weaver and operated a home printing 
press using handmade paper. He also learned wood 
carving and began carving chests, chairs, tables, and 
picture frames. 
     In keeping with their desire to promote the 
handicraft tradition, the Volk family organized two 
handicrafts expositions in Lovell’s Meetinghouse, the 
first on August 24, 1901 and the second on August 
19, 1902. The purpose of the exhibits was to advance 

handicrafts produced in Lovell and its vicinity, with 
all sale proceeds going to the producers. In addition to 
the Volks, participants included Albra Lord (baskets) 
and Weston Palmer (hand wrought andirons). A year 
after the first exposition, they organized the Sabatos 
Handicraft Society, a workers guild to promote local 
handicrafts. 
     Despite these efforts, Lovell did not experience 
a significant interest in pursuing a crafts movement. 
No evidence has been found that there were more 
handicrafts expositions and interest in the Society 

A sampling of Sabatos rugs as pictured in a February 1906 article in Country Life in America. 
The heading for the photograph was “The quaint patterns of some of the rugs are delightful. No 
photograph however, can give any idea of the beauty of the coloring”.
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appears to have quickly died off. Perhaps the 
explanation for this can be found in Marion Volk’s 
lament during her 1904 interview with Alice Frost 
Lord.  She remarked that she had encountered 
difficulty in interesting “the native women here in the 
woven rug”. Lord quoted her: “We have found the 
farmers’ wives well-to-do. They do not need to earn 
money by this slow laborious work. Besides they have 
enough to keep them busy on their farms, so that they 
can give but little of their time to rug making.”
     Rug making at Hewnoaks ended by 1910, after less 
than forty rugs were produced. As to the reason why, 
Lord wrote in 1912 that the rug making had ended 
partly because of a lack of local interest but primarily 
because Marion “had not the health and strength to 
give to make a success”.  
     Meanwhile, the Volk’s three children began leading 
separate lives. The following has been pieced together 
from family correspondence and news clippings in the 
Lovell Historical Society’s collection. Wendall and 
Jerry headed west in 1909 in search of work. Wendall 
became a civil engineer, served in the Engineer Corps 
during both World Wars, and attained the rank of 
Major. Daughter Mary Ann married Dr. Ezra Bridge 
in 1913 and settled in Rochester, New York. Jerry also 
served as an officer during World War I. He was taken 
prisoner by the Germans and reportedly narrowly 
escaped with his life, after remaining in a dungeon 
for some months. In 1919, he was back at Hewnoaks 
recuperating from his ordeal. 

     Marion died in 1925, leaving her husband in the 
midst of significant financial problems. Hewnoaks 
was heavily mortgaged and pleas from Douglas for 
financial assistance were commonplace. To reduce 
expenses, Douglas left his winter home at the National 
Arts Club in New York City and moved to Ye Olde 
Inn in Fryeburg in 1931. Even with the move, 
however, his finances continued to be precarious and 
in 1933 the owner of the Fryeburg Inn put a lien on 
Hewnoaks for nonpayment of $176 for room and 
board. There were many family discussions about 
selling the property. One potential buyer was Rudy 
Vallee, who expressed an interest in erecting a hotel 
on the site. 
     When Douglas died in 1935, he left Hewnoaks 
under the threat of foreclosure. His three children 
inherited the property and a great deal of infighting 
ensued. After much acrimony, Wendall and his wife 
Jessie became the sole owners in 1938. 
     To ease their financial difficulties, Wendall and 
Jessie began to develop the property for summer 
rentals. The main house was made available for 
rent as was the boathouse. Additionally, significant 
improvements were made to Wendall and Jerry’s 
sleeping cabin so that it could be rented. These three 
buildings: “Charming Retreat” (the boathouse), 
“Viking Court” (the former sleeping cabin); and 
Hewnoaks Lodge (the main house) were advertised as 
“Cottages of Distinction”. 

Wendall and Jessie Volk

(continued on page 6)
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     While the property was being developed, Alice 
Frost Lord again visited Hewnoaks and found the 
new owners devoted to the place. In 1939, she wrote 
that they had kept the Arts and Crafts furnishings 
of the previous generation and added their own 
workmanship, including Jessie’s painting of the 
ceilings and rafters in the cottages. Lord described her 
visit this way: “After the passage of so many years, it 
was good to go back and find the spot as fascinating 
as ever, the house retaining its charm, and the son 
and his wife happy in their vacationing here.” Lord 
closed her article with only a brief reference to the 
“recent development of the cottage system on the 
Volk estate”.
     As to the remaining structures on the property, 
Volk’s studio was later improved upon and rented 
as “Sans Souci”. Two more buildings were erected 
by Wendall and Jessie, “Alpine Hut” in 1946 and 
“Pineclad” in 1950. When Wendall died in 1953, 
Jessie continued the summer rental business, 
advertising six “Self-catering Cottages”.

     In 1900, Wendall Volk printed three issues of 
a newsletter called The Fire Fly: A Periodical of 
Fearless Endeavour. The publication was intended 
“for the Advancement of Sociability, Fire Side 
Industry and Fishing and the edification of its 
Readers”. It included essays, poetry, local news, 
humor, and advertisements. The first edition, dated 
August 4, 1900, included the following news of 
“Lovell and Vicinity”.
     Mr. Charles’ strawberry culture has been a 
most successful venture, and now that it is out of 
the experimental state, we take this opportunity of 
congratulating him on the highly satisfactory product 
of his labor which has beautified our tables and made 
us to say with Oliver Twist ‘More Please’.
     Mr. Joe Farnham has been out several times in 
his new three-seated carriage carrying his summer 
guests on excursions to points of interest in the 
surrounding country. He handles the reins with pride 
and ability. Speaking of reins, you can always find 
out from Farnham just whether we are going to have 
rains or not.
     It gives us great pleasure to see again Friend 
Deacon Andrews at his old haunts with his line and 
rod. And to judge by the mess of fish he brings each 
time we would say that he has lost none of his old 
cunning. Fishing, like most things requiring patience, 
seems to succeed best with the old who have less of 
the nervous energy of the youth.

    The Volk family, despite years of financially 
perilous times, remained at Hewnoaks for almost one 
hundred years. When Jessie passed away in 2005, 
she bequeathed the estate to the University of Maine 
Foundation. One observer noted that the contents of 
Hewnoaks served as “a hugely important, unique time 
capsule documenting the American art scene at the 
turn of the last century”. Artwork, objects, and interior 
decorations created by the Volk family were intact as 
was a large amount of correspondence and artwork 
they had accumulated over the years. These contents 
were sold at auction soon after Jessie’s death. 
     While the contents of the property were removed, 
the University of Maine Foundation retained 
ownership of the land and buildings. According to the 
terms of Jessie’s bequest, they agreed to maintain the 
real estate for at least fifteen years after her death and 
to use it “primarily for education, research and related 
charitable purposes with a preference for the study 
and promotion of art”.  
                                         •••

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors.

Roger E. Eastman, 70, of Lovell passed away on January 15, 2015. He was born in Fryeburg, 
ME on November 20, 1944, the son of George and Dorothy Eastman. Roger spent his career in the 
logging industry. He loved hunting, fishing and rock hunting. He is survived by his wife Miriam, 
two children—Alan and Jacki—and four grandchildren.

Richard Leroy King, 89, of Lovell passed away on March 18, 2015. He was born in Peabody, 
MA on August 24, 1926, the son of Howard and Hazel King. After graduating from Peabody High 
School, he served in the U.S. Navy during World War II and the Korean War. He spent his career 
as a firefighter in Lynn, MA. Upon moving to Lovell 36 years ago, he was a volunteer for many 
organizations, including Lovell Youth Ways and the Fryeburg/Lovell VFW Post #6783, where he 
served as Commander for five years. He was predeceased by his daughter Linda and is survived by 
his wife Norma and his son Douglas.

Andrew C. Koop, 95, of Goffstown, NH and formerly of Lovell died on January 19, 2015. 
He was born in Brooklyn, NY, the son of Henry and Anna Koop and lived much of his life in 
Amityville, NY. He served in the U.S. Coast Guard during World War II and for many years 
worked in the maintenance department for the Amityville School District. He was predeceased 
by his wife Marjorie and an infant son. He is survived by his two children—Stephen and Nancy 
Zabel—four grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Charles E. Micklon, 69, of Lovell passed away on March 13, 2015. He was born in Norway, 
ME on August 7, 1945, the son of Clarence and Elizabeth Micklon. After graduating from Oxford 
Hills High School, he served in the U.S. Army. He worked at the Bridgton Knitting Mills and 
Ripley and Fletcher, and later started his own business as Charlie’s Chores. He was a member of 
the Lovell Lions and the Delta Masonic Lodge No. 153. He is survived by his two sons—Colin 
Micklon and Steve Millett—and four grandchildren.

Mary “Meg” Frances (Klitzkie) Nelson, 85, of Lovell passed away on January 22, 2015. She 
was born in Whitewater, WI on January 3, 1930, the daughter of LaVerne and Frances Klitzkie. 
She attended the Wisconsin Mining School and later moved to Andover, MA where she raised her 
family. After retiring to her home on Cushman Pond, she became a dedicated volunteer to several 
organizations, including the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program and the Lovell Historical 
Society. She is survived by her husband Gerry, three children—Karen, Kristin Izes, and Mark—
stepson Terrence, three grandchildren, two step-grandsons, and four step-great grandchildren.

Timothy Purslow, 62, of Lovell died on February 9, 2015. He was born in Portland, ME on May 
19, 1952, the son of Thomas and Catherine Purslow. He graduated from Fryeburg Academy and 
attended Andover College. He worked for the Fryeburg Police Dept. and Norris’s Garage. He 
is survived by his partner Donna Davis, two children—Jonathan and Sarah York—stepdaughter 
Andrea Tripp, and nine grandchildren.

Edwin Farrington Sargent, 91, of Fryeburg, ME passed away on March 13, 2015. He was born 
in North Conway, NH, the son of John and Theona Sargent and attended Fryeburg Schools. He 
served in the U.S. Marines during World War II. He and his wife Joanne owned and operated 
Farrington Camps on Kezar Lake (now the Pleasant Point Inn) and was a member of this Society. 
He was predeceased by his son Mark and is survived by his wife, three children—John, Peter, and 
Suzanne—eight grandchildren, two step-grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.

John Sprague, 74, of Lovell died on January 22, 2015. He was born on May 2, 1940 in Bangor, 
ME, the son of Otho and Vivian Sprague. He had a career as a long distance trucker.



The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051

If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-15” or “Life”,
it is time to join or renew your membership.  Thanks!

Gifts and Donations

We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Cindy Alden—information on 
Roger Brown; Kris & Sukey Barthelmess—Knight’s Olde Country Store Calendar for 1977;  Jack & Beverly 
Bassett—subdivision plot plan for Heald Pond, photos; Steve & Susan Fox (in memory of Iva Fox and John R. 
Fox)—highchair and sled belonging to the Fox family; Louise Jenkins—permission to scan Wilkinson family 
photos; William McDevitt (in memory of the Robert McDevitt and Harold Watson family)—large collection of 
family photographs, Lovell Maine: A Collection of Photographs and Snapshots; Gerald Nelson—permission to scan 
photos; Richard Rice—photos; David Sanderson (in memory of John Halford)—My Vagabond Lover by Eleanor 
Vallee,  Let the Chips Fall by Rudy Vallee, My Time is Your Time by Rudy Vallee and Gil McKean; Sandy Scott—
photo.
Donations in memory of Meg Nelson have been gratefully received from:  Larry & Bonnie Fox; Terry & Poppy 
Nelson; George Westerberg.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Bill & Deborah Berman; Robert & Janine 
Greene; Walt Krauser; Jim & Rebekah Mannix (in memory of Bob Chiarello); Dave & Peg Mason; Ed & 
Sarah Miller; Robin Taylor-Chiarello (in memory of Bob Chiarello); Jim & Nancy Van Metre; Beatrice 
Webster.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Glenn Allison; Michael Bannon; Bill & Deborah Berman; 
Raymond & Kathleen Bessette (in memory of Bill & Irene Pitas); Donna Blake; Ann Chick; Bernard & 
Eugenia Cohen; Peter & Cary Fleming; Charlie Fowlie; Collier Hands; Ford & Patsy Hutchinson; Jackson 
Historical Society; Ken & Ann Male; Dave & Peg Mason; Cynthia McAllister; William & Janet Nichols; 
Frederic Sater; Mary Semple; Todd & Sarah Smith; Robert Stearns; Jim & Nancy Van Metre; Jeff & Joyce 
White; James & Theresa Whitmore; Robert & Nancy Wilson.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been listed here 
or previously noted, please contact us immediately.  We appreciate the thoughtful generosity of our members and 
friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and list gifts properly.


