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Conifer
As I Remember It
By Ford Hutchinson

Moses Kilgore had no idea that the homestead he
established near the top of Christian Hill in 1828,
with its magnificent views of Kezar Lake and the
White Mountains, would someday become a lake
resort known as Conifer. I came to Conifer in 1946,
a five-year-old, who with my parents, Margaret and
Clyde Hutchinson and my sister Mary quickly fell in
love with the beauty, charm and congeniality of this
vacation haven and though different now, I have never
stopped coming back.
Kilgore’s place did not immediately become a
resort however. It evolved into one. In 1861, Dean
McDaniels took possession of the old Kilgore farm
owned by his brother John to pursue a dream: create
a “sportsman’s paradise” (Pauline Moore 1970)
where guests in the comfort of a splendid inn could
enjoy abundant fishing and hunting opportunities. At
considerable expense he built a new three story Greek

revival house in front of the old farm house and called
it Fairview. His idea made sense. After all Fairview
was on the Old Scoggin Road that connected Fryeburg
with points north. Its location could attract many
guests. But unfortunately McDaniels was ahead of his
time. Fairview did not succeed and was sold several
times before Adelbert Stearns successfully operated it
as an inn around 1909.
Then in 1922 Edward S. (Ted) Davey (18851956) and his wife Keinath Stohr Davey (18921969) purchased Fairview. The Daveys, who lived
in Maplewood, New Jersey with three children,
Catherine, Barbara and Elizabeth, had been thinking
about moving to rural Maine. They were familiar with
the Lovell area as Ted’s mother had a cottage on the
north end of Kezar Lake and they had honeymooned
near there. That experience nurtured a dream to leave
(continued on page 3)

From the President
As we have in previous years, our summer edition
of the Society’s newsletter is being mailed town
wide. If you have not received the previous quarterly
editions and enjoy reading this publication, we hope
you will become a member of the Lovell Historical
Society. Along with publishing our newsletter, we
maintain an internet site (www.lovellhistoricalsociety.
org) where you can view more than 15,000 of our
collection records and over 8,000 images. You can
also view transcriptions of Lovell’s vital records,
early maps and the town’s updated cemetery records.
We are located in the 1839 Kimball-Stanford House,
maintain a museum and research center that is open
at least three days a week, and host a minimum of six
town events per year. Your membership will help us
continue this work and would be greatly appreciated!
On Sunday, July 13th, we well host our annual
Antique Show and Auction from 10am to 3pm. This
event is free. We expect at least ten dealers will
display their wares plus we will have delicious food
available, and a raffle of three great items—$100 gift
certificate to Rosie’s Lovell Village Store; $100 gift
certificate to the Old Saco Inn; signed copy of Our
Kezar.
Additionally, there will be a live auction at 11am
conducted by Frank Eastman. The live auction items
include: 200 gallons of heating oil from Molloy
Energy; steamboat cruise for 4; private beer dinner
and cellar tour for 4 at Ebenezer’s Pub; first time
golf membership at Bridgton Highlands Country
Club; framed print of The White Mountains from
Center Lovell; day rental of a pontoon boat from
Kezar Lake Marina; dinner for 4 at the Center
Lovell Inn; 2 cords of firewood; sterling silver
bracelet from Harvest Gold; Shawnee Peak ski
pass for 2014-15; decorative sign bracket from
Rod Iron Designs; day of fly fishing with Bob
Hatch; framed Roger Williams print of Rooster on
Eastman Hill; dinner and show at Quisisana for 4.
If you are unable to attend just let us know and we
will accept a not-to-exceed bid.
Four weeks later we will be conducting our first
Garden Tour. The event will be held on the afternoon
of August 10th, from 2 to 5pm and should prove to
be both enjoyable and unique. Nine of Lovell’s finest
flower and vegetable gardens will be on display.
After the tours have concluded, refreshments (hors
d’oeuvres and a cash bar) will be served at the
Pleasant Point Inn.We hope you will join us!

2014 Events
Antique Show and Auction Sunday, July 13
Garden Tour		
Sunday, August 10
Business Meeting
Tuesday, August 19
Fall Harvest
Sunday, October 12
Business Meeting
Tuesday, October 21
Business Meeting
Tuesday, December 9
Christmas Open House
Sunday, December 14

THE LOVELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MISSION
The Lovell Historical Society exists to collect and
preserve historical and genealogical records, property,
and artifacts, and to encourage and support interest in
and study of the history of the Town of Lovell and its
environs. Its collections are available for consultation
by its members and other interested parties. In
fulfillment of its educational mission, the Society
presents public programs on relevant topics, publishes
documents and the results of research, maintains an
archive, a library and a museum, provides information
and guidance to interested researchers, and collaborates
with libraries, schools, and other organizations to carry
out historical projects.
OFFICERS 2014-2015
Catherine Stone, President
(Vacancy) Vice President
Bonnie Fox, Treasurer
Marge Ward, Secretary
Dennis Hodge, Director

Linda Matte, Director
Lou Olmsted, Director
Christine Scott-Deutsch, Director
Robin Taylor-Chiarello, Director

LOCATION AND HOURS
The Society, located on Route 5 in the 1839 KimballStanford House, is open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 9am to 4pm, Saturdays from 9am to 12pm and by
appointment. All are welcome to visit our museum and
research collections. Business meetings are open to
all members and are held at 2pm every other month at
specified dates. Our phone number is (207) 925-3234
or (207) 925-2291. Our collection can be viewed at our
web site—www.lovellhistoricalsociety.org—and our
email address is lovellhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

Best wishes, Catherine Stone
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the rat race of New Jersey “for a simple life out of the
city”, Ted would often say.
At first the Daveys intended to farm. However,
as their daughter Elizabeth Davey Velen explained in
her memoir, “The combined assets of a Yale and Bryn
Mawr liberal education began to bog down in the face
of the reality” and the logic of converting Conifer (as
Keinath had renamed Fairview) to a summer vacation
destination prevailed. With over 200 acres of open
field, a conifer forest and a half mile of shorefront
with a sandy beach, Conifer was ideal for summer
vacationing.
Things moved ahead quickly. An August 10,
1923 newspaper article reported “Accommodations
at Conifer have almost doubled since last year due
to the erection of seven commodious cabins built by
Sargent Coleman of Center Lovell. The cabins are
spruce sides covered with spruce slabs giving a log
cabin effect. All provided with fireplaces built by
Coleman’s efficient mason, Foster, whose fancy and
ingenuity were given free rein….. The fireplaces are
unique and they draw a very important consideration
these last few cool nights”.
Conifer soon became the vacation destination for
people from many locations - New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Chicago, and St. Louis.
Its offerings were modest but appealing. A 1940s
brochure points out, “Conifer is an old farm house
containing a central dining room and living rooms.
(It has) fifteen cottages, electrified, with complete
baths, two or more sleeping rooms, and living rooms
with open fire. The cottages are not right on the lake

shore, but on high ground above it a few minutes walk
or motor to the beach. From the hill-top stretches a
magnificent panorama of the surrounding country,
with the White Mountains and Mt. Washington in
the background. Cottages are placed far apart over a
wide area, assuring perfect privacy and quiet for each
family”.
Conifer boasted a unique culture - intellectual,
congenial, low-keyed, family-friendly with chemistry
between guests and staff that engendered laughs, good
conversation and memorable activities. It provided
“hospitable charm…a place for plain living and high
thinking” (Moore 1970). When describing guests in
her memoir, Elizabeth Davey recalled, “There were
Wall Street barons, actresses, ballet dancers, artists, a
Hungarian conductor, a New York correspondent to
the London Times, an Episcopalian bishop (George
Cadigan) and the Marxist philosopher, Herbert
Marcuse”.
For the most part, though, Conifer was a family
place. In the late 1940s and 1950s (my era), the
Hutchinsons, Felds (Jean Feld’s parents had
discovered Conifer earlier), Cadigans, Semples,
Hinrichs, Lowrys, Spangenbergs and others rented
during July and August. Some would rent the same
cabin each year and hence cabins would be called, the
Hutchinson cabin, the Lowrey cabin or the Hinrich
cabin. Many families would later buy or build places
of their own on the lake.
Meals were eaten in the “big house”, announced by
three long blasts from “the horn”, a sound my sister
(continued on page 4)

View of Baldface Mountain from Conifer
Postcard donated by Mary Semple
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precariously on their shoulders.” (Elizabeth Davey
Velen)
The Conifer staff - waitresses, kitchen boys, cabin
boys and housekeepers were people whose names
are readily recognized today- Joan Crowe, Phyllis
Walker, Joyce Fox, Reta Plummer, Nancy Hubbard,
Marcia Stearns, Marguerite Stearns, Kit Hawley,
Patricia Ann Harmon, Marcia Hamlin, Jim and Mary
Bicket, and Wendall Millet. Dean Stearns’ sister
Nancy, though not a Conifer employee, often baby-sat
for my younger sister Connie. Al Stearns worked in
the kitchen and one of his responsibilities was to see
that the wood stove was always stoked and burning
properly. Sue Weist (her father was minister of the
Center Lovell Church) was a cabin housekeeper who
delighted in short sheeting my bed. Burt Kendall and
Keith Rowe worked in the kitchen in the early 1960’s
after Julia retired. Keith’s mother was one of the
camp chefs who followed Julia. John Farquharson
was lead cabin boy who tended to the requests of
guests by delivering ice, drinking water, wood, and
whatever else was needed. John’s sister Sally, a
waitress in the late 1940’s, married Peter Davey in
1951 and they began managing Conifer in 1957 when
the demands of doing so had become too great for the
senior Daveys.
Activities at Conifer were not programmed.
People swam, fished, boated, canoed, hiked, climbed
mountains, golfed, antiqued, explored the countryside
by car, played croquet, or simply sat on the upper

Conifer guests on a summer expedition in the 1930s

Mary fondly remembers. As a growing boy, always
hungry, I couldn’t wait to hear that horn! People
dressed nicely filed into the dining room, exchanged
greetings and often chatted with one another while
eating. Of special interest would be the revelation of
pranks that had been played such as the time Charlie
Feld created a “Wanted” poster with Dad’s face on it
which caused Irene Walker, the town clerk who was
in on it, to refuse to issue him a fishing license. It
was all a joke, of course but made great conversation.
Conifer’s table was delicious and food was the
province of Julia, the legendary camp chef. Elizabeth
Davey’s memoir describes a fascinating person.
“Julia Carnegie, a black woman arrived in 1923 with
her husband Clarence, in a Buick touring car. For
the first few summers, Clarence worked as a camp
waiter, displaying a polish and butler-style aplomb up
until the day he ran off with another woman, taking
the car, and Julia’s and his combined earnings…(but)
as mercurial as Clarence was Julia was a rock of
dependability. After Clarence left she stayed with us
summer after summer, sometimes through the winter,
for forty five years. So far as we knew she had no
living relatives... (Conifer’s) reputation was owed in
no small part to Julia’s cooking. Her art as a chef was
almost legendary. She had no formal training nor did
she ever use a cookbook… During the summer Julia
was reigning queen of the camp kitchen. From early
morning until midnight, she was at her post, standing
before a double decked, zinc-topped table facing the
(wood burning) stove. She never complained of the
long hours… Short and plump with an infectious
giggle and an indistinct, colloquial manner of speech,
she commanded the activity around her, riding herd
on the pots and pan boys, another boy who washed
dishes and four waitresses who swung in and out
of the double doors that separated the kitchen and
dining rooms, trays piled high with orders balanced

Keith and Barbara Warren and their three children first
visited Conifer in 1926. They returned every summer and
the Davey and Warren children became close friends. In
1931, during the Depression, the Warrens moved from
New Canaan, CT to Lovell. They stayed at Conifer briefly
before buying a home in Lovell Village. Pictured above
are Betty Davey, Patricia Warren, Tim Warren, Peter
Davey, and Keinath Davey sledding at Conifer during the
Warren’s first winter in Lovell.
Photo donated by Tim & Phyllis Warren
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there were impromptu soft ball games on the lower
field. I saw a guest playing outfield using a trash can
for a mitt and actually catch fly balls. One activity
I will always remember was the annual golf match
between my Dad and George Cadigan. This went on
for 25 years (Bob Patterson would join later) and made
the Yankees-Red Sox rivalry pale by comparison.
The trophy was a Wedgewood cup immortalized
by Jane Cadigan’s watercolor painting which hangs
in our cottage today. George and Dad relished the
competition, often spoke about it and valued it to the
extent that George meticulously recorded final scores
every year on the back of his closet door. They are
there to see today.
Conifer, as I knew it, remained in operation until
1966 when the dining room closed and cottages were
converted to housekeeping units. However by 1972,
cottages stopped being rented and when it was clear
the Davey children would not carry on the business,
Conifer was sold in 1974 to LandVest Properties, a
Boston real estate partnership that had recently bought
Westways. Today the property has been divided into
an association comprising of seasonal and year-round
homes partially surrounded by conservation land.
The Daveys retained some acreage for themselves
and built a house on top of Fairview Hill. In the
early 1960s they also sold a few shoreline lots (my
father bought one on which Azel Littlefield built his
first house) that were set back from the water so as
not to damage the shoreline. Commendably no other

lawn reading and enjoying Keinath Davey’s garden.
As a boy I relished having my own time, exploring
the woods, building a secret lean-to, hacking around,
and sometimes camping with Andy Feld. After one
particular overnight our faces were so swollen by
mosquito bites our parents barely recognized us but
we didn’t care. We had been on our own, out in the
woods at night! In these same woods, my sisters
and I saw our first porcupines, a constant nuisance
around camp as they persistently gnawed cabin siding
despite creosote coating. (How we remember that
sweet, pungent odor!) Once I was allowed to help
John Farquharson dig out lake ice stored in sawdust
under the shed, something my grandchildren would
not understand. The ice was used for ice cubes and
refrigeration. Swimming was a daily activity. There
were always children and adults at the Conifer beach.
I envied older boys like Peter Cadigan who were
strong enough to easily swim across the widest part
of the Narrows and back without tiring. My sister
remembers admiring waitresses during off hours
water-skiing on Fairview Bay, something not allowed
today.
Fortunately my Dad liked to fish and would take
Mary and me along. In those days, a hand line with
a hook and worm dropped at certain spots in the
Narrows could yield a mess of pan fish e.g. sunfish,
yellow perch, white perch, horned pout, pickerel,
and once in a while, the grandest catch of all, small
mouth bass. Clean them and Julia would cook them
provided she was in the right mood. In the evening,

(continued on page 6)

The Davey family. Front row: Peter, Barbara, Betty, Ted. Jr. Back row: Mr.
Ted Davey, Catherine, Mrs. Keinath Davey, Keinath.
Photo donated by Tim and Phyllis Warren
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shoreline lots were sold. Much of Conifer remains
under conservation protection and is a testament to the
Daveys commitment to environmental preservation.
Sally Davey was a founder of the Greater Lovell Land
trust and now lives in Scarborough.
No discussion of Conifer is complete without
mentioning the entire Davey family. Ted and
Keinath were friendly, intellectual, cultivated people,
competent and considerate resort owners and caring
parents. Their six children all made positive marks
on life with distinction. Barbara Davey Muench
was a Vogue model married to John Muench, an
accomplished lithographer who taught at the Rhode
Island School of Design. Their son Robin is a
distinguished marine scientist and author. Elizabeth
Davey Velen was a Radcliffe graduate who had a
long career overseas as a United Nations editor and
translator. She joined the OSS in WWII and was
in England during the bombing. Ted, Jr., Ted and
Keinath’s youngest child was in his second year
at Bates before called to service in Korea where
tragically he died. A gifted athlete, he excelled in
javelin throwing. (Al Stearns recalls watching him
practice throwing a lead pipe in the Conifer field.)
Catherine worked at the University of Denver where
she encouraged John Farquharson to attend. He then
pursued a very successful career in the food service
industry becoming President of Operations of ARA.
Keinath was a Barnard graduate in music education
where she met Roy Dupuy through his brother Ernest
who attended Columbia University and who was
friends with Betty. Keinath married Roy and settled on
Cape Cod raising five lively children who spent many
happy vacations at Conifer and still return today. Peter

Davey (1924-1988), an Antioch College graduate
ran Conifer with his wife Sally for fourteen years.
Their five children Lynn, Michael, John Peter (JP),
Jennifer and Mary Ellen grew up at Conifer, lived
in the big house and like their aunts and uncles
became successful. Jennifer received a doctorate
from Dartmouth and did biological research there;
Mary Ellen received a PhD in microbiology from
Michigan State University and teaches at the
University of Florida; Lynn is a retired physical
therapist in Colorado; Michael, a Bowdoin graduate,
is an architectural engineer and John Peter (JP) who
recently retired had a successful career as a hotel
executive. They still come back to Conifer every
year.
For 67 out of my 73 years, the Conifer area has
been my summer home. As a youth, those happy
summers taught me to value family, regard nature
with wonder, appreciate the pleasure of fishing,
hiking and to cherish the mystique of Maine.
Becoming an Eagle Scout and choosing a New
England college (Dartmouth) were inextricably
tied to my summers at Conifer. The experiences
I had shaped my life. After 1966, the cottage
Azel Littlefield built on a Conifer shore lot was
the summer home of my parents and the summer
vacation destination of my family and my sisters’
families. Later my sisters summered elsewhere but
I continued to return and now four generations of
Hutchinsons – my parents; my wife, Patsy, and me;
my children Debbie and Rick and their spouses; and
my five grandchildren are linked to it. My family is
deeply attached to this Conifer home and is devoted
to its stewardship. For that I feel blessed. •••

_________________________________________________________________________
In Memoriam
We note with sadness the death of the following friends and neighbors:

Donna Lee (Conrad) Dube, 59, of Lovell died on May 1, 2014. She was born on May 17, 1954 in Lynn, MA, the
daughter of Emerson and Carol Conrad. Donna attended Lynn schools and, after moving to Lovell in 1989, she
worked for the Center Lovell Inn and the Center Lovell Post Office. She is survived by her husband Fran and her
daughter Lindsay, two stepsons—Michael and Paul—two grandsons, and one step-grandson.
Donald N. Dutil,68, of Sweden, ME and formerly of Lovell passed away on April 15, 2014. He was born in
Waterville, ME on April 28, 1945 to Donald and Jeanette Dutil. He was an excellent trumpet player and attended the
Northern Conservatory of Music in Bangor, ME. For twenty five years he was the music teacher in SAD #55 and
upon retirement directed the Fanfare Community Band for over twenty years. He is survived by his wife Linda, two
children—Stephanie and Jeffrey—two step-children, and six grandchildren.
Joanne S. Eastman of Lovell and Crystal River FL died on April 9, 2014. She was a member of this Society.
Joanne was predeceased by her husband Durward and is survived by her two children—Tom and Liana—three
grandchildren, and one step-grandson.
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Renee Louise (Guillet) Dutton, 90, of Lovell passed away on June 2, 2014. She was born April 21, 1924 in Boston,
MA, the daughter of George and Louise Guillet. When Renee moved to Lovell in the 1970s she started Kezar Lake
Handcrafters and later ran Dutton Real Estate. She was an active member of the community, devoting much time
to the church, library, and this Historical Society. She was a life member of this Society and served as a director for
sixteen years. She was predeceased by her husband Oliver and a son Daniel and is survived by five children—Jack,
Diana, Randie, Mark, and Todd—eleven grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren.
Glendon Herbert McAlister, 88, of Worcester, MA died on March 23, 2014. He was born in Bethel, ME on
October 23, 1925, the son of Milo and Marjorie McAlister. He served as a naval officer during World War II and
then earned a B.A. from Bates College and a Masters in Eduction from Bridgewater State College. Glen’s career as
an educator spanned forty years and he was a member of this Society. He was predeceased by his wife Lillian and is
survived by his five children—Frank, Terri, Jean, Mary Marjorie, and James—five grandchildren, and three greatgrandchildren.
Thomas Railey Sawyer, 70, of Lovell passed away on May 4, 2014. He was born in Portland, ME, attended
South Portland schools and Higgins Classical Institute in Charlestown, ME, and served in the Navy. Tom was an
accomplished carpenter for many years and was later employed by Bennett’s Excavation Co. in Lovell.
William E. Steen, 91, of San Francisco, CA passed away on April 30, 2014. He was born in Wilmette, IL, the son of
Enoch and Nora Steen. He served in the Navy during World War II and upon returning home received his business
degree at the University of Michigan. During his career he owned several clothing stores, was named Belvedere,
CA’s Man of the Year for his civic activities, served as president of the Society of Asian Arts, founded the American
Decorative Arts Forum at the Fine Art Museums of San Francisco, and was president of the Rudolph Schaeffer
School of Design. He summered in Lovell and was a member of this Society. He is survived by his wife Martha.
Elwood “Stub” Stone, 73, of South Paris, ME and formerly of Lovell died on December 11, 2013. He was born
in Waterford, ME on October 30, 1940, the son of Herbert and Merlie Stone. After graduating Paris High School,
he spent several years barbering before managing maintenance for Paris Manufacturing and later for the Paricon
warehouse. He is survived by his wife Jeanie, three children—Scott, Sheila Berman, and Susan Hanley—and six
grandchildren.
James Kevin Walker, 67, of North Lovell passed away on April 27, 2014. He was born in Melrose, MA on
January 8, 1947, the son of George and Marion Walker. He lived in the Melrose/Wakefield area for many years until
he moved to Maine in 1986.

_________________________________________________________________________
Gifts and Donations
We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Russell & Penny Allen—two
Severance Lodge branding irons; Norris & Roberta Bennett—permission to scan photo; Merry Chapin (in honor
of the Hubert Barker and Stan Nelson families)—material from the Oliver C. Farrington cottage on Keewaydin
Lake; Albert & Mary Fox (in memory of James & Lena Taylor)—two commemorative church plates; Richard &
Linda Matte—items for the Antique Shop; Fred & Ruth Mitchell—table top ping pong game; Nancy Shaw—
photo of Tom Sawyer.
Donations for the purchase of oil have been gratefully received from: Robert & Janine Greene; Arnold & Susan
Harmon; Walt & Gib Krauser; Joyce MacDonald; Edward & Sarah Miller; Ellen Rowe; Douglas & Deborah
Schmidt; Betty Webster; Nancy Wilson.
Donations have been received in memory of Renee Dutton: Deborah Gahm; Hugh & Lyn Gallagher; Joel &
Georgette Hardman; Lynn Hurd; Kezar Realty; Joan Marchie; Bill & Anna Marie McCormick; Margrit
Newman; Janice Thomson.
7

Donations to our auction and raffle have been generously made by the following individuals and
businesses: Bridgton Highlands Country Club; Lee Conary; Ebenezer’s Restaurant & Pub;
Kenneth Goldman; Harvest Gold Gallery; Bob Hatch; Kezar Lake Marina; Lovell Logging
& Tree Service; Richard & Linda Matte; Melanie McGraw; Molloy Energy; Old Saco Inn;
Quisisana; Kelly Rickards; Rod Iron Designs; Rosie’s Lovell Village Store; the Semple
Family; Shawnee Peak Ski Area; Peter Wert; Roger & Jane Williams.
Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Mary Adams; Glenn Allison; William &
Deborah Berman; Gertrude Blanchard; David & Eva Bradford; Arthur Cormier; Stanley
Dolley; John & Carolyn Farquharson; Phil Fauntleroy; Theda Gilman; Collier Hands;
Bob & Paula Lawrence; Jacqueline Lewis; Paul & Cynthia Littlefield; Joyce MacDonald
(in memory of Glendon McAlister); Mary MacKenzie; Chris Martin; Howard & Veronica
Mitchell; Kevin Rooney & Dan Vicencio; Ellen Rowe (in memory of Page Grosenbaugh
Rowe); Gerald & Charlotte Sandler; Peter & Kathryn Schoch; Brad Smith (in memory of
Raymond Sphire); John & Marilyn Smith; Robert & Joan Stearns; Martha Steen (in memory
of William E. Steen); David & Alison Tomlinson; Jim & Nancy Van Metre; Herman & Nancy
Voigt; Judith Whitney.
If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it
has not been listed here or previously noted, please contact us immediately. We appreciate the
thoughtful generosity of our members and friends, and most certainly want to acknowledge and
list gifts properly.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051
If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-15” or “Life”,
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!

