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Phofo by Jose Azel 

"New Home" for the Lovell Historical Society 

0 1  Nmember 1 8,2005 mort: than seven years of planning and overwhelming community supprt reached a conclusion. 
01 that day, the Lovell Historical Society ml~ked across the street. This move involved vacating the portable classroom which 
had served as the organization's headquart~rs since 1W1 and cenwlizing the Society's museum and r e m h  center into the 
historic 1839 Kimball-Stanford Homestead. 'Ihis edition of Yesterdav'b News hails that achievement, which tn~ly was a 
community effort. 

The Historical Suciety's interest in the Kirnball-Stanford House hegan in 1997 when the proprty was put on the market 
for sale. It was a few mnnths later that rrlzmbers orgmized a fundraisir~g cornminw to investigate the possibility of purchasing the 
house for the Society. According to Renee Dutton: "After the house was on the m d c t  for a few months we lxgan to think it 
was an ideal place for the Historical Qxiety's headquarters and a once-in-a-lifetime opportun it)... Roberta (Chandler) keps 
saying it was all my fault, but it wasn't just me." The original committee members included KO- Ken*, Harry Crosby, 
Gordon "Stubs h a n a n ,  Dave & Peg Mason, Kathy Merrick (Chair), and Fred Mitchell. 

A fundraising letter was sent to all members of the community sdressing that "since the pmpwly ma) bc sold to someone 
else. we must act quickly". Acting quickly required raising funds close to the asking price cf $ 1  45,000. The task seemed 

monumental until First Selectman Stub l3stn-m p r e m t d  a proposal to the cornmittce. The 'l'own Seldnun were willing to 
Equea a spial town meeting to act on an article providing financial assisrnce in the purchase of the property. The plan was to 
'hndem~ite" the purchase through a threeyear hmd, which the Society would re-pay. 

(cnntlnued un page 3) 
















