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LOVELL OLD HOME DAYS 

-... 

Nmwpoper Photo of (he first prize winners in the 1954 Grand Parade, Troop I ,  Lave11 Girl Scouts 

This July Lovell will celebrate its thirty-sixth "annual" Loveli Old Home Days. First organized in 1954, the 
event proved tremendously popular but was discontinued after 1979. tt was not until 1996 that a up of townspeople 
reformatted and revived the tradition. This edition of Yesterday's News looks back at the istory of this town 
celebration. 

r' 
Lovell Old Home Days was originally or anized by the Lovell-Fryeburg VFW Post and the Lovell Volunteer 

Fire Department as a two-day fundraising event. %he first year's events were held on August 13 & 14, 1954. Friday 
evenin s activities be an with a Children's Parade, corn lete with doll carri es, bicycles and carts. The arade 
travele % h m  Church feet (Christian Hill Road) to the &W Hall, where a mi ? way with various games and L t h s  
was set up. Ssturda 's activ~ties began with a Little League baseball game and horse pulling events followed by a 
"Grand Parade" in J e  afternoon. The parade disbanded at the locally-o rated midway where numerous prizes were 
awarded to parade parkicipants and there were hourly drawings of donat raffle prizes. In the evening, a well-attended 
baked bean su per was held. 

e ' r  

For t f  e next twenty-five ears, this popular event continued to be held every Au ust. There were slight 
modifications over the years. Ban ‘l concerts were added after Frida ni ht's Children's Para e and Saturday's Grand r 4 d 
Parade was lengthened, beginning beyond the top of the hill in Love 1 VI  lage. Otherwise, the general format remained 
the same. 

All of these activities required an enormous amount of lannin and volunteer hours, but it allowed these two 
organizations to raise a lot of money and, as Maynard Craig s a i l  have pretty good time" in the process. They made 
money xlling raffle tickets with sizable prizes from which to choose. Beano and the baked bean supper w e e  profitable 
as were the various midway games. They also received money from all the organizations that were advertised in the 
flyers. 

J l e  two da s of activities always began with the Friday evening opening of the midway and the Children's 
Parade. May nard (!mig, whore children regularly participated, recently recounted his favorite story regarding this 
parade: "Don Andrews said the kids all ought to have a silver dollar for being in the parade. whether they won 



From the President 
For some of you, receiving this 

newsletter may come as a surprise because it is k i n g  
mailed town-wide. If you enjoy reading this 
publication, we hope you will become a member of 
the Lovell Historical Society! 

The Annual Dinner this June was highly 
enjoyable. With about 65 people in attendance, we 
had an excellent meal and wonderful atmosphere 
thanks to Chris and len Lively of Eknezer's Pub & 
Restaurant. We also were given the opportunity to 
thank a few of the people who have conbibuted so 
much to our community and the Society. Honorary 
Life Memberships were bestow4 upon Donald 
Ki tgour, Dave & Peg Mason, and Gary Crowell. 

On July 9th we hosted our 7th annual Antique 
Show & Sale. As in previous years, this event proved 
extremely popular and our most successful fundraiser. 
Special thanks go to Beverly Bassett for chairing the 
show and Renee Dutton and Jacky Steams for 
organizing our own very profitable sale booth. Our 
thanks also go to the many volunteers who helped that 
day, those who donated antiques for our sale booth, 
and the people who contributed the wonderful rame 
items. The fortunate winners of the raffle were: Gerry 
& Mep Nelson (Richard Rice's circa 1 890 cut glass 
compote), Alan & Nettie Bennett (Sandra Bell's 1 948 
painting of a New England scene by Richard Packer). 
and Paul & Theresa Kelly (Peter Worrall's circa 1950 
German mantle clock). 

By the time you receive this, we will have 
hosted (on July 16th) the  opening of our special 
exhibit on "Lovell Old Home Days". featuring artist 
Roger Williams. The exhibit will be open this 
summer on Tuesdays and Sundays from 1 to 4 pm (or 
by appointment), and we hope you will stop by! 
Come and see our permanent exhibit plus the special 
exhibit featuring a number of artifacts, art works, and 
photographs relate to Lovell Old Home Days. 

Other upcoming events include Sue Black's 
talk and demonstration on July 18th at 7 pm. She will 
be discussing the history of textile tools, focusing on 
what women in the early to mid 1800's would produce 
in their home. On August 8th we are holding two 
events. First, at 2 pm we are hosting the monthly 
meeting of the Pequawket League, an area-wide 
association of historical societies. At 7 prn that 
evening, Tom Huptka will be speaking about his book 
Big House, Little House. Back House. Barn, a study of 
northern New England's connected farmhouse. We 
hope you can attend! 

Once again, I want to thank all of our wonderful 
donors and volunteers. We hope you will stop by the 
Kimball-Stanford House soon, either to visit, conduct 
research, or just to enjoy the museum display. Our 
regularly scheduled summer hours of operation will be 
every Tuesday and Sunday from 1 to 4, or by appointment. 
Enjoy the summer! 

C'ulherine Stone 

August 8th 

7 pm 
at the Kimball-Stanford House 

TOM HUPTKA 

Author of 
Big House, Little House, Back House, Barn 

A Conversation with the Author 

and Refreshments! 

THE LOVELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MlSSlON 
The LDvell HistMia1 Society exists to cut lea and m e  historical 
and g d o g i d  rectxds, property, and artifim, and to encwrage and 
support i n m  in and study of the history of the Town of Lovell 
and its enviruns. Its collections are available for consultation by its 
mernt>ersanddherinterPsted parties. In fulfillment of itseducatimd 
missicm he Society m t s  public pmgrams on relevant topics, 
publish h e n i s  and &e results of m h ,  maintains an archive, 
a library and a museum, provides informdon and guidance to 
inmead  m h e r s ,  and wll- wilh l i h e s ,  s~hools. and 
other organizations to any out historical projects.. 

OFFICERS 20052006 
Catherine Stone. President  director,^: 

Beverly Basset. Vice Pre.~ ident Renee Dutton 
Claudia Benge, Seerefury Ruth Mitchell 
Meghan Ny berg, Treasurer Louis Olmsted 

LOCATION AND HOURS 
Ihe LHS Building, located on Route 5 in Lovell, is open on Tusdays 
frwn 1.00-.1:00pm.and byappoinmKnt All arewelmetovisit 
wr museum and -h collections. Our phone number is 
(207) 925-3234. h a i l  i? loveIlhlst@pivm 

1 



A nitu. Gary, and Stephen Craig as the Threr Little Pigs 

(continwd from page 3) 
any prizes or nol. And some of ;he people said that 
was on awful 201 of money to be paying our for nothin . 
Don said, 'Don't worry; we'll have /ha1 back in ! f e 
first ha1 hour when they get back to the Hall ', .4nd 
they d d "  

The midway games brou t back vivid 2 memories for John Fox, as recount in an interview 
conducted by Jo Radner and Gladys Littlefield in 1996: 

"I ran a beat-thedealer game. You sray there 
long enough, you'd lose whatever you had, that's all 
there was to if. Some peo le, like Jim Wilson, u 
Easiman Hill, he'd come a f' ong, and he'd plan to f" eave 
a hundred dollars for the j r e  company, you know. 
And sometimes he'd be prefry lucb .... You weren't 
supposed to be uttm down big money; he'd put 
down a$ve do1 f ar bil. f So that's the w 
made money, with more the goodness oythe peop e 
than anything else. " 

we reai? 

"Most eve thin there was hand made; there 
wasn't cm thing t at t ey ever bought. Well, they i X f 
bought a itile irain ... to ive the kids a ride .... They 
bou hi that ... and they f ought a chair ride, too, for 
the %tie kids ... They had it quite o number ofyears 
. . . . 1 had an old snow machine ... and we used thar 
motor and running gear to nm the chair ride - and it 
was good, because you could kstfeed it a little more 
juice and it would go a little flarter, and if you cut the 
motor way down, it would stop. " 

"They'd get some of rhe more prominent 
fellows into (the dunking machine), you know, and that 
worked They could muke money on that .... They 
never got me into it .... (They got) some of the summer 
people, some of the younger men - and then, of course, 
that's where you made some money, because all rhe 
rest o the summer boys, who couldn't throw a buseball 
ar a f I,  wanted to dunk him, you know. Jut get one of 

them in there, you could make money. '" 

Donation 25c 

Love11 Old liolne Days, Inc. 
% 
0 

A ~ c ~ s l  l:B-ld, In71 
Winner Gets Choier Of . . . w w 

I<. C. A. L4" Rrtable Color TV & 
iv  h ~ r l  poc.1 Trslh Masher. Whirlpool Air Conditioner a 
Rcrn~ngrun 30-06 Aotornatic. Commando 5 H. P. 

Ourhoard Motor k 12' Alunltnum Boar 

Perhaps the best memo of  Lovell Old Home 
Days is  of  the Grand Parade. Townspeople, summer 
res~dents and uests would line the streets from the to 
of the hill in a e Village to the VFW Hall, closing o k 
art of Routes 5 and 93. The Ion parade included fi oats, old cars, two or three bands, C ire trucks, visiting 

political figures, and farm animals. Local businesses, 
summer resorts and organizations contributed floats as 
did some individuals just for the fun o f  it. And it was 

interview in 1996: 
"For one of my f ia ts  t h t  I was quire proud o 

we rented a costume of a horse, and it rook iwo peop f ;  e. 
I took a sleigh and had wheels put on it, and decorated 
it up, and ... Arnold Harmon was the other one, was ihe 
back end of the horse, and I was the Jront end, and we 
pulled the sleigh - it wasn't a sleigh really, it was a 

it or not, we went in the back, had a pail of horse 
droppings that evev once in a while I'd stop and 
whinny and he 'd throw a few out .... I think I won$rst 
rize that yew, bur when we gor over there, it was so 

%r in rhof costume ihar I passed our We finished the 
parade, bur I did pms out, jwl or a short rime, oh, 
probably, seconds .... The horse d ied. It was a hot d . 
I was young. too, but if wm more than anyone shou d 

do. " 
4 

No discussion of  the Grand Parade would be 
complete without mention of Don "The Pirate" 
Dickerman's antics and entries. Don was a well-known 
night club owner in the 1920's and 30's and summered 
on Kezar for more than six -five years. He loved 
participating in the Grand Para I e. He created "Wanted" 
posters advertising the event and submitted some 
remarkable parade entries over the years, such as his 
1978 float with veteran members of his pirate crew 
band playin Dixieland jazz. He was a veteran 
showman a18 he brought these skills to Lovell Old 

(wnllnued on page 4) 

Dennis E m e v  and Arnold Hurmon as the horse, with 
Greta Kyllonen and Jan Emery in the sleigh. 












