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Don Dickerman: The Kezar Lake Pirate 
By Mark Chag 

He was a long-time summer resident at Kezar Lake, a family man, an entrepreneur, an adventurer, an artist, and 
an occultist. But most of all, he was a pirate. 

One may be hard pressed to believe the stories that made up the life of Don Dickerman. It sounds more like 
legend than reality. But as seemingly outlandish as it all may sound, it is true. He was living proof that once in a 
while, fact can truly be more outlandish than fiction. 

Don Dickerman - or simply Captain Don, as he preferred to be called - was the leader of the band of pirates who 
once ruled Kezar Lake. 

At one point, Capt. Don and his band of swashbuckling buccaneers had "dens" where they could hide out in New 
York, Miami, Washington D.C. and Hollywood. Technically, he was never truly a captain at all, but he was certainly 
the liveliest pirate Western Maine has ever seen. 

Born an only child in Illinois, in 1893, Capt. Don first came to Kezar Lake by stagecoach in 1911 at the young 
age of 17. In his own wotds, he bought a "beat up canoe for five bucks and patched it up'with silk and shellac". 
From that canoe, Capt. Don paddled about the shores of the lake hawking ice cream and saving his coins. With his 
ice cream money, he purchased a wooded lot on the west shore of the lake where he would return for the rest of his 
life. 

Capt. Don snagged his first wife, Clara, as a young man. In a clear sign of his early eccentricities, he snapped 
a photo of his first wife sitting in a canoe on Kezar Lake and dressed like Pocahontas. It's not clear how long the 
nuptials lasted, but it probably wasn't long. He ultimately racked up a total of 13 wives - a number he proudly 
pointed out was one more than the infamous pirate Blackbeard. 

It was around this time that the pirate in Capt. Don began to emerge. Photos depict him along the shores of Kezar 
Lake in full buccaneer garb - saber, sash, eye-patch and all. He built a compound consisting of a series of cabins on 
his property and always welcomed a party. 

While pirating about as a young man, Capt. Don took time to earn an education, graduating with degrees from 
both Andover College in Massachusetts, and Yale University in Connecticut. He also studied art in New York and 
remained an accomplished artist throughout his life. While in the city, his onetime roommate - and ultimately 
lifelong friend - was a fellow art student. This art student was a young man who went on to become one of 
America's greatest painters - Norman Rockwell. 

(continued on page 3) 
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From the President 
As we have in previous years, our summer edition 

of the Society's newsletter is being mailed town­
wide. If you have not received the previous quarterly 
editions and enjoy reading this publication, we hope 
you will become a member of the Lovell Historical 
Society. 

Our Annual Dinner this June was a lot of fun. 
With eighty-eight people in attendance, the food 
was delicious and the atmosphere wonderful thanks 
to members Chris & Jen Lively of Ebenezer's Pub. 
After a brief business meeting during dessert, we 
were given the opportunity to thank many of the 
people who have contributed so much to our town's 
history and the Society. In particular, honorary life 
membership was bestowed upon Phyllis Chandler 
and Barbara McAllister. Beside being wonderful 
volunteers for our organization, their impact has 
been felt in most town-wide endeavors and it was a 
pleasure for the Directors to honor their service. 

On Sunday July 19th, we will be hosting our 
annual Antique Sale with a new twist. Included will 
be a live auction of contemporary items. There will 
be dealers displaying their wares and delicious food. 
Additionally, Bruce Buxton, nationally acclaimed 
appraiser from Portland, will be on site for antique 
appraisals from lOam to 1pm. The live auction will 
begin at 2pm, conducted by Jay Hanson, Fryeburg 
Fair's livestock auctioneer. 

Auction items are: I Week Stay at Prince Edward 
Island; Decorative Sign Bracket by Rod Blood; 2 
Red Sox Tickets; 2010 Season Mel'nbership to Lake 
Kezar Country Club; 2 Cords of Split Firewood; 
Catered Cocktail Party at Severance Lodge; Heating 
Oil Fill-Up; Home Market Analysis; Dinner for 4 at 
Center Lovell Inn; Framed Maine Lobster Print by 
Roger Williams; Dinner Party and Concert for 12; 
Day Rental of a Pontoon Boat; Dinner & Show at 
Quisisana for 4. 

We also have four exciting raffle items: Victorian 
era Triple Insert Mirror donated by William Doyle 
Antiques; $50 Gift Certificate to Before & After 
Photo Restoration donated by Christine Olmsted; 
Painting of a Revolutionary War Soldier donated by 
Renee Dutton; and Duck Decoy donated by Peter 
Won-all's Wonder Store. 

On Sunday August 9th, the Society will host its 
second Lovell House Tour. Four historic houses 
will be open for the tour from 1pm to 4pm. After all 
tours have concluded, refreshments will be served 
at the Kimball-Stanford House from 4pm to 5pm. 
The houses on the tour are: the John Emery house 
in Lovell Village (presently owned by Roger & 
Jane Williams); the Jeremiah Chandler house in 
Center Lovell (presently owned by Shoo Hale); the 
Severance Lodge "Meeting House" in Center Lovell 
(presently owned by Robert & Robin Chiarello); and 
the Marshal1 Evans house in North Lovell (presently 
owned by Charlie Fowlie). 

We hope you will join us! 
Catherine Stone 
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THE LOVELL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MISSION 
The Lovell Historical Society exists to collect and 
preserve historical and genealogical records, property, 
and artifacts, and to encourage and support interest in 
and study of the history of the Town of Lovell and its 
environs. Its collections are available for consultation by 
its members and other interested parties. In fulfillment 
of its educational mission, the Society presents public 
programs on relevant topics, publishes documents and the 
results of research, maintains an archive, a library and a 
museum, provides information and guidance to interested 
researchers, and collaborates with libraries, schools, and 
other organizations to carry out historical projects. 

OFFICERS 2009-20 I0 
Catherine Stone, President 
Beverly Bassett, Vice President 
Mary Heroux, Secretary 
Meghan Nyberg, Treasurer 

LOCATION AND llOURS 

Directors: 
Renee Dutton 
Ruth Mitchell 
Lou Olmsted 

The Society, located on Route 5 in the 1839 Kimball­
Stanford House, is open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 9am to 4pm, Saturdays from 9am to 12pm and by 
appointment. All are welcome to visit our museum and 
research collections. Business meetings are open to all 
members and are held on the third Tuesday of every 
month at 2pm. Our phone number is (207) 925-3234 or 
(207) 925-2291. Our collection can be viewed at our web 
site-www.lovellhistoricalsociety.org--and our e-mail 
address is lovellhist@fairpoint.net. 
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New York City quickly became Capt. Don's home 
away from Kezar Lake. By the early 1920s, he had 
become a prolific nightclub entrepreneur, with no 
less than five different clubs operating in Manhattan. 
There was the "Big Apple", the "Blue Horse", "Daffy 
Oil", "County Fair", the "Heigh-Ho Club" and the 
"Pirate's Den". Running five of New York's hottest 
nightclubs was a busy job and while overseeing 
operations on any given night Capt. Don would race 
from club to club while riding in the back of his own 
howling ambulance - in order to clear traffic out of 
his way. 

The "Pirate's Den" was a true novelty in its 
day, featuring a gang of pirate-dressed waiters 
and performers, live music and multi-levels 
of atmospheric fun, all themed on the days of 
swashbuckling mayhem. There was a "Main Deck", 
"Gun Deck" and "Hurricane Deck". The band was 
situated on a freight elevator which could be hoisted 
from one deck to another using "old-fashioned hand 
power" to entertain guests at each level and a live 
parrot welcomed guests as they arrived. The entire 
apparatus looked like a pirate ship. Capt. Don would 
go on to open three more Pirate Den nightclubs across 
the country~in Hollywood, Miami and Washington, 
D.C. At his prime, Capt. Don owned nearly 30 
themed clubs scattered across the nation. 

With his love for Maine and his regular retreat at 
Kezar Lake, it should come as no surprise the pirate 
and nightclub entrepreneur would try to mold a club 
after his beloved home away from home. He did just 
that with the "County Fair". The rural-Maine back­
country-style club was inspired by the Fryeburg Fair, 
and Capt. Don hired local talent to venture to the Big 
Apple to perform. 

"The dance floor is a race track with a specially 
fenced off outer track for fast steppers. The famous 
Eddie Worth Orchestra in country band costumes 
occupy the grandstand, while the midway and exhibit 
row are where the people sit with the funny signs 
overhead. White fences are everywhere and hundreds 
of little silk flags waving in artificial breezes under 
the blue satin sky", Capt. Don wrote in a letter to the 
Advertiser Democrat newspaper at the time. "These 
people are the real folks from Center Lovell, Maine, 
one of the most beautiful spots in the world, nestled 
in the Kezar Lake Valley and right at the foot of the 
White Mountains, where we have our summer camp." 

Next in his article, Capt. Don goes on to describe 
some disbelief from the patrons of the club who 
thought, perhaps, he had hired actors instead of 
employing true Mainers. "It was pretty hard to 
gather a crowd together who could leave their farms, 
and while there seems to be some doubt about their 
being from the back woods, I guarantee them to be 
100 percent Oxford County; there is not a man in the 
crowd who can't milk a cow nor one of the women 
who can't knit a mitten. My County Fair is an 
aristocratic dinner and supper club patronized largely 
by smart New Yorkers and are a hard crowd to please. 
But these people have won the most enthusiastic 
applause that I have ever heard at any exhibition 
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dance, including the greatest stars of New York City." 
Local musical legend "Uncle Steve Kimball" 
performed at the club on a number of occasions, 
and for years there was a trained rooster, "Gus", 
who introduced every show by trotting on stage and 
calling. The rooster was "retired" some years latcr to 
the Kezar Lake compound. 

Don was no stranger to celebrities. After all, 
he had already roomed with Nonnan Rockwell, 
befriended Robert Ripley (of "Ripley's Believe it or 
Not" fame), and would go on to rub shoulders with 
some of the biggest names in showbiz his entire life. 
But in New York, he discovered the biggest star in the 
world. 

It was at his Heigh-Ho Club one night when 
an ensemble came in to try out for a "gig". Capt. 
Don watched the performance and was less than 
impressed with the singer. Sensing the nightclub­
owner's malcontent, the band's saxophonist - who 
was not a singer - got desperate and decided to sing 
a song in a last chance effort for the band to gct thc 
job. His voice was soft, silky and melodious, not the 
type to be heard throughout the entire club as was 
the norm in those days before the popularity of the 
electric microphone. So he picked up a megaphone 
and purred into it to be heard as he sang a rendition 
of a song called "Rain". When the song was over, 
he looked at Capt. Don, who was still seated near 
the stage. "You do the singing", Don told the 
saxophonist, giving the band the job. 

(continued on page 5) 

Don Dickennan with Carol Landis 
at the Pirate's Den in Hollywood. 
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boys press into service some of the gaily colored bike 
boats, which are like dreadnaughts compared to the 
small boats of the pirates, and which may be propelled 
through the water while a man stands in them with a 
paddle. Even these avail not against the expert swing 
of the pirates, who all but stand on their heads in their 
small boats with the greatest of ease." 

Rudy Vallee left Kezar Lake in the early 1940s. 
There is a famous local legend that he left behind his 
boat -- a 30 foot cabin cruiser called "Banjo Eyes" 
which was a luxurious gift from the famous Eddie 
Cantor - and that the vessel was scuttled by Capt. 
Don out of spite that Rudy would tum his back on 
Kezar Lake. 

Although Rudy left Kezar Lake, Capt. Don stayed, 
frequenting the compound, often talking with spirits 
through his Ouija board, welcoming family members 
and sharing laughs and loony memories with all who 
came by. 

In later years, long after the days of entertaining 
Rudy and the long list of celebrities who visited the 
lake, Capt. Don turned his attention to entertaining the 
entire town of Lovell. He has been accredited with 
helping to revive the summertime Lovell Old Home 
Days celebration in 1976 for the nation's bicentennial. 
He built a giant float that year, draped in flags and 
welcomed aboard his family to take part in the parade 
festivities. In other years, he built a float based on 
Noah's Ark, and another which was called, "Lotta­
Bull". 

In 1976, during the Old Home Days festivities, he 
posted a "Wanted" poster, hoping t6 find more family 
members he may not have known about. In another 
year, surrounding the Old Home Days event, Capt. 
Don posted a different "Wanted" poster, complete 
with a photograph of himself in black and white 
prison uniform, and offering a $50 million reward by 
the FBI. That poster said that his "crimes" included 
"Craig's Market safe-cracker, bank robber, chicken 
thief, horse thief, sneaking into Hammond Brothers 
barefoot, stomping Bill Vinton's clay, Sunday cussin', 
John Fox's bedroom window peeper, Kiwanis 
membership counterfeiter, damn dam dynamiter, 
double-nose thumber, Jack Bassett gooser, selling 
town dump seagulls for Shake & Bake, and gigantic 
multiple rape". The poster went on to say that Capt. 
Don was "expected to crash the Lovell Old Home 
Week parade where he would hope to see many 
friends before being recaptured and placed in solitary 
confinement". If that weren't enough, the same poster 
adds that Don is "considered very dangerous, and 
armed with a rockpile sledgehammer, stolen when 
escaping", and offers the description that he "can be 
identified by an overpowering odor of scotch, gin, 
dark rum, flea chaser, sewer gas, Draino and dead 
horse glue". 

When Capt. Don penned that poster, he was 81 
years old. Capt. Don once said, "My life's work, 
has been giving people a good time". In that, hc 
succeeded. 

" 
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INFORMATION 
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D, lhe p's unit In the Old lioN Week Pat_, August 14th 
fealllrlllll _ B$-( rollllllf, ship _ "'0l1li, DotIdI" wm • 
- ...... (& ......) h, of leasl elgllt grancMhltlrea, _lid 

se"", greal-grcuuldtllll"a he KNOWS of, (and other assartlld 
""tl"e., Illreo aI the _, froID CdfomlctHroIy a _II, 
lIIfalrl 
tills Rocklng.(holr Oct",I1"" .Mls to. _ he d_ MI 
Mgfect all' IegitInsate (or otIlerwfsc) efI.prlllll, grand- off. 
SPrlllll, .... urMI1lDnd-olfsprlllll, 11m! ollon 0 ~r. of a IJi,. 

Centeenlal F1IIg to he camod .. tile )IIlI'lIde, I.... We_tin 
..adl.... to PoaItIve IdoatIfIrolOll of furt.r lotherhoodl, 
umnd-fatherllocldl (ar"" "Hood.") aarh • Birth Certlftcate, 
Th_h PrInts, BIrth MIl,.. o. f. GooIIe Olde Jolly Rouer (skal 

& hones), PllClne, Iaek (God farIlIdl) (Pot BefDos iii 
F1.t Feet) not ace ... 
R,lpectohle (or D~) report. accept" ., D. the 
P', ........11 IIaIDlDllml Brother. (8arIIs ...aIes), SIga-Siper 

hr. SlDIIh (or Saly) er the Knlgh.s of tho llaunll '.1IIe-afI 
of ..... "H... D, .... P's 1I_her", 

1976 Wanted Poster 

New York's Pirate's Den nightclub burned in 1929, 
and his own pirate den compound of cabins on Kezar 
Lake's west shore has been bought and changed so as 
to leave little recognition of the days of old. But there 
is still a small wooden memory, high above the lake, 
should you go looking for a morsel of Capt. Don's 
legacy. 

From the water, while looking at the property 
directly south of Rudy Vallee's former house, there is 
one last remnant of Capt. Don that still remains and 
appears to be nothing more than a bundle of boards 
nailed to a tree. It was a tree-house, of sorts, that 
Capt. Don called the "Honeymoon Suite". It was 
there, they say, that Don spent a honeymoon nestled 
high above the water's edge with one - or was it more 
- of his 13 wives. 

Captain Don Dickerman passed away at 86 years 
of age. He was cremated and in a solemn ceremony 
his ashes were carried out to the center of Kezar Lake 
and cast into the water by a pair of his old friends 
~ both of whom, of course, were dressed like pirates. 
As the ashes drifted away across the water, America's 
last buccaneer became a part of the one body of water 
he truly loved. He returned to it again and again over 
the years, and in the end, became a part of it. ••• 
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Don Dickerman's "Lotta-Bull" float in the 1978 Lovell Old Home Days Parade.
 
In front are former "Pirates" performing while Don plays the pots and pans.
 

In Memoriam 

We note with sadness the passing ofthefollowingfriends and neighbors, and extend our sympathy to their families 
andfiAiend~. 

Nancy (Allen) Barker, 65, of Waterford passed away on May 2,2009. She was born in Lovell, the daughter of 
Geraldene and Rex Allen. Nancy is survived by her husband Errol "John" Barker, two children---Amy Pike and 
Nicholas-and one grandda.ughter. , 
Elisabeth (Collinson) Booth, 87, and her husband Dr. Robert E. Booth Sr., 90, of Gladwyne, PA passed away 
recently. Elisabeth died on October 3,2008 and Robert died on March 11,2009. They were longtime owners and 
members of the Severance Lodge Club and members of the Lovell Historical Society. They arc survived by their 
three children--Robert, Leslie Faust and Alison Halloran---and ten grandchildren. 
Milton P. Brown, 90, of Exeter, NH passed away on April 25, 2009. He was a member of the Harvard Business 
School faculty from 1942 until 1987. He was also a longtime summer resident of North Lovell, with a home on 
Rattlesnake Island, and a member of this Society. He was predeceased by daughter Susan Weeks and is survived by 
his wife Joan, two daughters-Janet Slayton and Pamela Nahass-five grandchildren and two great-grandaughters. 
Dorothy (Delano) Ferguson, 86, ofAnnapolis, MD passed away on August 17,2008. She began visiting Kezar 
Lake in 1952, became a summer resident in 1989 and was a life member of this Society. She was predeceased by her 
husband Frederick and is survived by her five ehildren-----Ruth Doyle, Kathy Grosso, Barbara, Jim and Tom twelve 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 
Mildred "Mickey" W. Newth, 89, of Portland and formerly of Lovell passed away on May 25,2009. She was the 
wife of the late Dr. Lawrence Newth, who practiced medicine in Lovell in the 1940's. She is survived by her two 
sons-Lawrence and Mark-three grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 
Elaine Rogers, 96, ofWest Hartford, CT passed away on April 15, 2009. During her career she was an artist and 
designer as well as "Rosie the Riveter" during World War II. She was a longtime summer resident of Lovell and was 
a member of this Society. She was predeceased by her companion of many years, Helen Lyde Wayne. 
Jerusha "Jerry" (Wood) Urquhart, 87, of Lovell passed away on May 20, 2009. In 1969, she moved to Lovell and 
lived in the boyhood home of her father Harold Wood, who was raised by Charlotte Hobbs. She was active in many 
town organizations, serving as President of the Lovell Woman's Library Club, Fryeburg Rescue Squad and the Kezar 
Lake Senior Citizens. She was also a life member of this Society. She is survived by her three children-Bruce, 
Constance Weiss and Craig-three grandchildren and one great-granddaughter. 
Willard "Brub" Clinton Warren 11,86, of Fryeburg passed away on April 13, 2009. He was raised in Lovell and 
was one ofthe editors of The Lovell News, which was published in the 1930s. He was an accountant by profession 
and very active in community affairs. He served as treasurer of Fryeburg's First Congregational Church, trustee at 
Fryeburg Academy and treasurer of the Western Oxford County Agricultural Society. Brub was also a life member 
of this Society. He was predeceased by his wife Jean and is survived by his two children-Willard and Hannah-and 
one granddaughter. 
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Gifts and Donations 
We are very grateful for the following gifts received 
since the last newsletter: Carol Andrews-Annie 
Heald School calendar for 1989, Lovell Old Home 
Days Supper Menu for 1974, large collection of family 
photographs, tin cash box; Lyn (Vinton) Beliveau­
permission to scan photos; Sandra Bell-chair 
made by David Smith for Don Dickerman, wooden 
tool box, flowers; Phyllis Chandler-permission to 
scan photos; Barbara Eastman-plate painted by 
Charlotte Hartman; Dennis Emery-collection of 
newsclippings, correspondence to Ruth Kimball, bill 
of sale for 1916 Ford Touring Car, warranty deed for 
2 parcels of land, receipts for paint purchases in 1923, 
certificate of merit to Charles Stanford, two Sumner 
Kimball joumals covering the years 1912 through .. " 
1921; Charlotte Hobbs Memorial Library-eleven 
issues of Bitter Sweet magazine, town valuation books 
for 1968, 1969 & 1970; Paula Hughes-rocking 
chair; Dave & Peg Mason-Recollections ofan 
Old Fashioned New Englander by Frederick W. 
Dal1inger; Gloria Neve--Camp Mudjckeewis movie 
of the 1962 through 1969 seasons; Gloria Neve & 
Earlene Gibson-Camp Mudjekeewis banner; John 
Tibbetts (in memory of Nora Smith)-parts for a rug 
hooking frame; Marge Ward-Don't Forget to Wind 
the Clock and Uphill is Easier by John Derr, My Dry 
Fly Collection by George L. Cadigan, Gladly Would 
I Live It Again by Jane Margaret Cadigan, Crazy 
About Horses Poster Book by Dodo Knight, Lovell's 
Bicentennial stamped envelope. 

The Lovell Historical Society 
P.O. Box 166 
Lovell, ME 04051 

If your mailing label doesn't say "6-10" or "Life", 
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks! 
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Cash donations have been gratefully received 
from: Glenn Allison; Bill & Deborah Berman; 
William De K. Burton; Donna Blake; Lt. Col. 
William C. Brooks; Martha Coleman; Arthur 
Cormier; Charles & Joan Dattelbaum; Frank 
& Barbara Eastman; Glenice Denison; Dennis 
Emery; Ben & Nancy Eshelman; Lizbeth Ferris; 
Charlie Fowlie; David & Gail Gilman; Francis 
& Jean Gilman; Jane Gleason; Elinor Goodwin; 
Robert Greene; Ann Jones Hall; Gary & Brenda 
Hare; Phyllis Hetzler; William & Alice Hollett; 
David Hugo; June Irvine; Ruth Kendall; Dick & 
Grace Landis; Ann Leberman; Richard & Carol 
Legault; Jacqueline Lewis; Kent Libby; Raymond 
Littlefield; William & Nancy Mende; Clement & 
Ellen Nelson (in memory of Dr. Robert & Elizabeth 
Booth); Lois Niemi; Jane Orans; Marion Osman; 
Robin Prescott; John Roberts; Loren Rosenbach; 
Bill & Mary Sayles; Robert Schmidt; Jean Schoch; 
Steve & Michele Skocypec; Brad Smith (in memory 
of Dr. Robert & Elizabeth Booth); David & Betty 
Smith; Frances Smith; John Smith; Robert & Joan 
Stearns; Hal & Carol Taylor; James & Nancy Van 
Metre; Beatrice Webster; Judith Whitney. 
Ifyou have made a donation or given an artifact or 
other form ofhistorical material and it has not been 
listed here or previously noted, please contact us 
immediately. We appreciate the though(ful generosity 
ofour members andfriends, and most certainly want 
to acknowledge and list gtfts properly. 


