From the President

As we have in previous years, our summer
edition of the Society’s newsletter is being
mailed town-wide. If you have not received the
previous quarterly editions and enjoy reading this
publication, we hope you will become a member
of the Lovell Historical Society.

We have an internet site that you might also
enjoy—www.lovellhistoricalsociety.org. You can
find past newsletters, a listing of events and much
more. If you go to the “Collections™ link you
can access over 10,000 of our records, including
over 6,000 Lovell photos. In the link “Keyword
Search” try typing in “fire”, “Severance Lodge”
or a family’s last name. Or just click on the link
“Random Images” and enjoy the photos. If you
do not have access to a computer, come visit the
research center on Tuesdays—where we have
high-speed wireless access. And if you would like
help in using the computer to view these collection
records, we are more than happy to assist.

Our Annual Dinner this June was a lot of
fun. With sixty-one people in attendance, the food
was delicious and the atmosphere wonderful thanks
to members Chris & Jen Lively of Ebenezer’s
Pub. After a brief business meeting during desert,
we were given the opportunity to thank many
of the people who have contributed so much to
our town’s history and the Society. In particular,
honorary life membership wds bestowed upon
Marcia Storkerson, who has been a remarkable
addition to our research team. Two years ago,
after attending the Annual Dinner, she decided to
become a member and volunteer her time. Since
then she has committed at least three days a week
to transcribing the journals of Sumner Kimball,
who chronicled his life as a farmer and the events
in this town from 1872 to 1926. As you can see
in the firefighting article, his writings provide a
wealth of information that, thanks to Marcia, are
now becoming easily accessible.

Our 9th annual Antique Show & Sale is set
for Sunday July 20th, as part of the Lovell Old
Home Days activities. We have four wonderful
raffle items that you have an opportunity of
winning: Maxfield Parish print (20” x 33”) in
a gold leaf frame donated by William Doyle
Antiques;  Martha Washington Sewing Stand;
collection of heirloom plants donated by Old
Stage Farm; custom-made name & date house
sign by Boston artist Rufus Hale. Tickets can be
purchased that day. We hope you will be able to
attend the event, which is this year’s largest fund
raiser for the Society. Remember, we are an all-
volunteer organization and we depend upon your
support!

Catherine Stone
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American House. Thishotel was a center of Lovell’s
social life during the nineteenth centry. Plays
were performed, balls were held, dinners served
and rooms were let to vacationers and travelling
businessmen. On December 10, 1904 the hotel
burned to the ground. The Oxford Democrat gave
the following account on December 20, 1904:

About 3 o’clock Saturday afternoon, the
10th inst., fire was discovered coming out of the
roof of the ell part of the American House. The
church bell was rung and the people immediately
began to remove the household goods, as there was
no means of stopping the flames. The wind was not
strong but it was soon found that the buildings of
Mrs. Swett would also go, and a large part of the
goods were removed from there also.

The snow had now been melted by the heat,
and water enough was running at the side of the
street for use, and a strong fight was made to save
the buildings in the vicinity. On the north side
Seth Hutchins’ stable caught in many places and
is badly blackened. This was saved by the use of
fire extinguishers. On the south side of the Swett
buildings was the residence of Mrs. Annie W. Heald.
A line of men was stationed on the ridgepole, and
supplied with plenty of water they kept the roof well
wet down and drowned out the little flames as they
started up from pieces of burning shingles. The
wall of this house was of brick, which was of aid in
stopping the flames, but the finish and coping had
to be kept wet all the time. The heat there was so
great that some faces were blistered in facing it.

The hardest fight was to save the store of
Barnes Walker standing just across the street from
the two burning buildings. Owing to its height it
was difficult to reach the roof and this was found
to be on fire in several places. Soon ladders were
placed, men went up to the ridgepole from the back
side, a line of men supplied with water and these
fires were put out. It was then only a matter of
holding the ground now until the fire should abate,
which was done.

Much of the glass in Walker's store was
broken by the heat, and the paint is peeled and
cracked badly. When the people look at the effects
of the heat they pat themselves on the back and
declare themselves the boss fire fighters. Help was
called by telephone from No.4, the Center, North
Fryeburg and Fryeburg, and there were many from
all those places giving needed help, and to whom
the heartiest thanks of this village are rendered.

The American House was insured at the
agency of C. E. Tolman, South Paris, and Mrs.
Swett s house in a Massachusetts agency.

Lovell’s bucket brigade was unable to save
the hotel or the home of S. Elizabeth (Charles)
Swett but the rest of the village was spared. Sumner
Kimball, first cousin to Mrs. Swett, remarked in
one of his journals that “A Mr. Stevens occupied
the hotel. Mrs. Swetts house was closed for the
winter—She being in Boston Mass. Most of her
furniture was saved—also Mr. Stevens’s. Both
were insured”.

The taxpayers of Lovell gradually became
familiar with the costs of fire fighting. In late
May, 1903 there was a forest fire so extensive
that it required the town, for the first time, to pay
people to battle the blaze. This became a standard
practice, with the town paying individual laborers
or reimbursing neighboring towns’ expenses. It
was not until 1940 that Lovell created its very own
volunteer fire company. ’

(continued on page 4)

Fighting the fire at the American House,
December 10, 1904. Charlotte Hobbs wrote on the
photograph “Man on right is guarding the Fox house where
Mrs. Nelson T. Fox is in bed with an infant
Jjust a few days old”.



The Lovell Volunteer Fire Company
(LVFC) was incorporated on April 6, 1940. The
President was John Fox, Vice President was
William Dallinger, Secretary was Rev. Willard
Bickett and Treasurer was John Gerry. Arlington
Files, Elton Hobson, Stan Milliken, Gus Heim,
Ralph McAllister and Melvin Wilkinson served as
Directors. From its very beginning, the organization
received a great deal of support. The town sold the
LVFC the Center schoolhouse, located where the
Town Office now stands, for $1 and appropriated
$200 for their operational expenses. According to
Pauline Moore in Blueberries and Pusley Weed,
Benjamin Whitehead donated a 1926 Dodge station
wagon and the guests at Sunset Inn donated $600,
which allowed the new organization to buy an old
Marine pump and some hose.

With this pump and hose the volunteer
firemen began an effective fundraising campaign
to attract support among the summer residents.
Pauline Moore described the campaign as follows:

Bringing their boat withinrange of a cottage
they would spray the whole building with water
and then, when everyone rushed out to see what
had happened they asked the owners to contribute.
When they approached the Rudy Vallee camp they
saw the owner on his yacht with a Hollywood guest
of the opposite sex. The campaigners explained
their purpose and Mr. Vallee reportedly replied,
“Well, if you can get enough force from that pump
to knock me off the deck I'll contribute”. They did
and he did; the largest contribution collected.

The LVFC purchased their first large piece
of equipment in March 1941, a 1926 Seagraves
pumper. Over the years they expanded their

fundraising events with dances, raffies, and
benefit suppers. They also, in association with
the Fryeburg-Lovell VE.W. Post, started Lovell
Old Home Days in 1954. Additionally, the town
steadily increased their annual appropriation to
the organization, both for operational funds and,
beginning in 1951, for the purchase of equipment.

Since its inception sixty-eight years ago,
the volunteer fire company has steadily improved
its ability to provide fire protection. The Lovell
Village division was set up in 1943 and their Fire
Station was built in 1967. In 1947, it became
apparent that North Lovell needed its own division.
That year large forest fires erupted throughout
Maine. One of the largest was in neighboring
Brownfield. While the Seagraves pumper was
with Lovell firefighters battling that fire, another
forest fire began in North Lovell. Fortunately, the
town road crew was able to extinguish the large fire
after days of fighting. The North Lovell division
was organized in 1950 and their Station was built
in 1974, As for the Center Station, it was renovated
in 1971, expanding it to serve as a fire station and
the town’s municipal office. By 1992 the need for
more space resulted in a new station being built.

Any list of the LVFC’s accomplishments
would be lengthy, beginning with the upgrading
of equipment and communication, the addition of
fire ponds and the establishment of the 911 system.
What would readily be apparent is that in a short
period of time this town’s volunteer fire company
has accomplished an enormous amount. Thanks
to the selfless work of so many dedicated people,
Lovell has fire protection of which the town can be
proud.

The 1926 Seagraves pumper with Melvin “Wilkie” Wilkinson behind the wheel. Photo donated by Juanita Perkins.
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Community Service
&

The Lovell Volunteer Fire
Company

By Bonnie L. Fox

The Lovell Volunteer Fire Company is
one of the major social and influential institutions
in the town. Providing public safety fighting
fires is not the only function they perform. In
their incorporation charter, they are charged with
encouraging and promoting the social activities of
the community. Consider what a parade would be
like without fire trucks and sirens. The firefighters,
their equipment and fire stations are a source of
civic pride and the town enjoys and supports
the fire company participating in local parades.

The fire company was instrumental in
creating the Lovell Old Home Days “annual
carnival” in 1954. In the 1970’s, they started the
tradition of holding a chicken barbeque, which has
grown into a much-awaited summer event and is
the organization’s biggest annual fundraiser.

The LVFC began holding public suppers
during the winter months in the 1980’s. These
suppers were originally ' created to bring the
community together during the long and cold
“cabin-fever” season. The effort was well received
and the extra funds raised helped increase revenues
for various LVFC projects. These suppers have
become a tradition in town and continue to bring
about the sense of community they originally
sought. On occasion, their facilities are also

g

What a lot of pies! A small sampling of the deserts
donated for the bean and ham public dinner on
September 22, 2001. All proceeds went to the
Red Cross New York Relief Fund.

used to hold benefit suppers for local residents.

In the 1990’s, the fire company supported
the Explorers, a local co-ed group of young people
who were introduced to aspects of the fire service.
In conjunction with the Ladies Auxiliary, they
sponsored the American Red Cross Blood Drive.
They also co-sponsored a scholarship for graduating
Fryeburg Academy students.

The fire company quickly responded to the
tragedy of September 11, 2001 by organizing a
community benefitdinner. They invited surrounding
fire departments to join them in their endeavor
and they raised over $7,000 for the American Red
Cross Relief Effort. The spirit of the community
was evidenced by their participation in this event.
The overabundant donations of homemade pies
symbolized the generosity and support of our
citizens.

In Memoriam

We note with sadness the passing of the following friends and neighbors, and extend our sympathy to
their families and friends.

Carolyn (Mack) America, 87, of Lovell passed away on May 16, 2008. After spending 35 years in the
Washington, D.C. area, she and her husband Joe retired to a farm on West Lovell Road. She was an active
volunteer with the local Girl Scouts and the Lovell United Church of Christ. Carolyn was predeceased
by her husband and is survived by her three children, Phoebe Bergoffen, Elwood, Nancy Howell, and
grandchildren.

Edwin F. Lewis Jr., 74, of Sherborn, MA, passed away on February 3, 2008. He vacationed on Kezar Lake
since the age of 7 and was a Life Member of the Lovell Historical Society. After graduating from Andover
and Brown University, he worked as a sales representative with Shipley Co. for 27 years. He is survived by
his wife, Jacqueline, his two children, Bradford and Amanda, and two grandchildren.

Robert A. McDevitt, 82, of Rumford, RI, passed away on February 7, 2008. He was a Life Member of
the Lovell Historical Society. He began summering on Kezar Lake in the late 1930’s, where he met Arlene
Watson of Lovell and they married in 1948. He was predeceased by his wife, son Robert A. McDevitt
Jr., and daughters Janyce M. Dillenback and Susan A. McDevitt. He is survived by son William and one
granddaughter.
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Gifts and Donations

We are very grateful for the following gifis received
since the last newsletter: Dale Butterworth—From
Logs to Lumber: A History of People & Rule Making
in New England by Dale Butterworth & Tom Whalen;
Hal & Carol Taylor—permission to scan photos;
Robert Schmidt—permission to scan photos of Camp
Pines; Sandra Bell—Hewnoaks parking sign; Enfield
Wilson—2 framedphotos, 5sadirons, 6 Severance Lodge
trays, bell, and assorted early kitchen utensils; Bonnie
Fox—permission to scan photos from 2 scrapbooks
regarding the Lovell Volunteer Fire Company; Linda
Gale—permission to scan a 1979 Lovell Old Home
Days photo; Joan McGinnes—collection of Camp
Mudjekeewis objects including patches and a bracelet;
Deborah Mason—photos of a loom being operated;
Arthur Brecker—photos of building the Boulder
Brook Club bridge and permission to scan other photos;
Diane Seleen—1966 recording of Camp Mudjekeewis
songs; Frances Pollitt—Historic Photos of Maine by
Frances Pollitt; Pejepscot Historical Society—1805
correspondence regarding the appointment of a Justice
of the Peace; Barbara Eastman—1964 Christmas
card from William & Phyllis Severance; Beverly &
Jack Bassett—photo of Sarah Fairfield, memorial card
for Elizabeth Weist; University of Maine Foundation
(in memory of the Volk Family)—2 design sketches
of Sabatos Rugs, correspondence to Wendell Volk and
Jessie Volk, 2 plaques made by Wendell Volk dated
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1909, bear figurine made by Wendell Volk; Ben & Pat
Foley—collection of Kezar Trailbreakers Snowmobile
Club photos; Tim & Barbara Warren—film
documentary onthe Warren family. Cash donations have
been gratefully received from: Herb & Mary Adams,
Katherine Armstrong, John & Esther Atwood,
Lyn Beliveau, Charles & Claudia Benge, Kathleen
Bessette, Harold & Joyce Buckingham, Michael &
Michelle Clark, Charles & Sharon Dager, Charles
& Joan Dattelbaum, Dennis Emery, David & Betsy
Evans, John & Clara Farquharson, Andy & Kathy
Feld (in memory of Jeane Feld), Robert Fenn, Linda
Fisher-Neenan (in memory of Arlene Fisher), Linda
Gale, Theda Gilman, Jane Gleason, Elinor Goodwin,
Collier Hands, Estate of Ellen Harris (in memory of
Arthur & Alice Stone), David Hugo, Bob & Paula
Lawrence, Ann Leberman, Raymond Littlefield,
Mary Mackenzie, Norman Marsilius, David & Peg
Mason, Sarah Miller, Howard Mitchell, Sam & Jane
Nesbitt, Bruce & Alice Rogers, Bill & Mary Sayles,
Robin Siegel, Frances Smith, Al & Irene St. Germain,
Robert Stearns, Marcia Storkerson, Arthur Sumbler,
Hal & Carol Taylor, Verissima Productions, Beatrice
Webster, Karen Welles (in memory of Rudy Vallee),
June Wing, Robert & Susan Winship. If you have
made a donation or given an artifact or other form of
historical material and it has not been listed here please
contact us immediately.



