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The True. Walker & Heald Store in the 18811'.r. 

Lovell Village's General Store 

In  the center of Lovell Village, stands a group of buildings made up of three connecled sln~clures. It might be 
difficult to envision today, but for a century and a half this row of buildings served as the town's unofficial comm~~ni ty  
center. 'I'here were a variety of businesses situated here. such as a millinery store, laundromat. hardware store. casket 
shop, telephone ot'fice and post ofIice. The store owners, business names and the merchandise sold was ever changing 
but in the midst of these buildings there was always onc constant - here stood a general store. 

As with most rural New England communities, the general store was the town's business and social center. 
People came there to shop. catch up on the local news, or just "loaf'. Over the years the buildings stood witness to 
some significant changes in the town - from a growing agricultural community in the early 180(3's, to the significant 
decline in the town's population f~~llowing the Civil War, and the later development of I.ovell as a resort community. 
Despite all of this, the general store slaved in business. 

I t  has been close to twenty years since the last grocey item was sold. During that time. much of the rich history 
of Lovell Village's general store has faded. Fortunately. two of our members have recounted their memories, featured 
in this edition. 
















