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The Village Schoolhouse. The flag on display has 44 stars, dating the photograph between 1891 and 1895.

Lovell’s Early Schools

In 1789, Lovell’s earliest settler arrived on horseback with his gun, ax and blanket. Benjamin Stearns
(1752-1830) had followed the “Scoggin Trail”, which was the Native American highway to the Androscoggin
River, in search of land to settle. He selected the Sebatos Mountain arca and built a log cabin near where
Willowby Lodge now stands. His sister and husband followed as did many other relatives from Middlesex
County, MA and by 1790 these new settlers had built Lovell’s first one-room schoolhouse.

One year earlier Maine, as a part of Massachusetts, adopted the school district plan for operating local
schools. Each town was authorized to determine the number of school districts. If enough school-age children
resided in a neighborhood, families could apply to the town for funds to buy land and build a school, thereby
establishing a new district. These neighborhood schools were critical because there were limited means of
transportation. Most children walked to school.

The early schools were referred to as common schools as they were maintained at public expense and open
to the entire town’s school-age population. Funding these schools was always a challenge, often requiring
creative means. For example, in 1873 Lovell voted that families with dogs be assessed extra taxes to help pay
school expenses in the district in which the owner resided.

As neighborhoods developed in Lovell, the need for another school would soon emerge. By 1805 the
newly incorporated town had established six school districts. At the height of Lovell’s population, in the
mid-nineteenth century, there were fourteen one-room schoolhouses. The number dwindled to five by 1900.
This decline is reflective of a general population trend that occurred state-wide. In 1860, there were 1,339
residents in Lovell. In 1900, there were only 693 (see box on page 3).

(continued on page 3)



From the President

Welcome to another edition of Yesterdavs News.
If you haven’t visited our website recently—www.
lovellhistoricalsociety.org—check it out. We now
have over 7,000 images to view and over 11,000
records!

On July 19th, we held our annual antique sale.
Unlike previous years we included an Antiques
Appraisal Day and a live auction. The event proved
very successful and we hope to continue with this
next summer. Our thanks go to the many volunteers
who helped that day and to the people who
contributed the auction and raffle items. The fortunate
winners of the raffle were: Liz Tusing (Victorian
era Triple Insert Mirror); Jane Gleason ($50 Gift
Certificate to Before & After Photo Restoration); Pat
Foley (Painting of a Revolutionary War Soldier); and
Bonnie Fox (Duck Decoy).

Our second Historic House Tour, on August 9th,
proved to be another successful event. Almost 200
people toured five of Lovell’s finest homes and then
met for refreshments at the Kimball-Stanford House.
Tremendous thanks are due the home owners and the
many volunteers who acted as docents and parking
attendants. Thanks also to the organizing committee
that managed so many details: Renee Dutton; Bonnie
Fox; Jacquie Maranville; and Meghan Nyberg.

Our Fall Harvest event will take place on Sunday,
September 27 from | to 4 pm. During this family
event we will be pressing apples into cider and hope
to have a petting zoo. In addition, Sam Ring will
supervise pumpkin painting. Refreshments will be
on hand as well as a large harvest bake sale. Back by
popular demand will be “Birds on a Wire” playing
live fiddle music. Over 300 people attended this event
last year and had a great time. Come and enjoy the
festivities!

Mark your calendars for our Christmas Open
House on Sunday, December 20, from 1 to 4 pm. We
plan to have our museum and research center open
that afternoon and will provide refreshments, a bake
sale and good holiday cheer for all members of our
community. We also hope to be raffling some exciting
items to coincide with this event. Stay tuned for more
information.

As a final note, thank you for the tremendous
support and interest you have given the Historical
Society. That support allows us to publish this
newsletter, organize community events such as
the Fall Harvest and continue the vital work of
rescarching and preserving the history of this
town. We are all very fortunate to be a part of this
community. Thank you!

Catherine Stone

The
Fall Harvest

Sunday
September 27
1-4pm

Live Music
Refreshments
Petting Zoo
Bake Sale
Pumpkin Painting
Cider Press Demo
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The Lovell Historical Society exists to collect and
preserve historical and genealogical records, property,
and artifacts, and to encourage and support interest in
and study of the history of the Town of Lovell and its
environs. Its collections are available for consultation by
its members and other interested parties. In fulfillment
of its educational mission, the Society presents public
programs on relevant topics, publishes documents and the
results of research, maintains an archive, a library and a
museum, provides information and guidance to interested
researchers, and collaborates with libraries, schools, and
other organizations to carry out historical projects.
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LOCATION AND HOURS

The Socicty, located on Route 5 in the 1839 Kimball-
Stanford House, is open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 9am to 4pm, Saturdays from 9am to 12pm and by
appointment. All are welcome to visit our museum and
research collections. Business meetings are open to all
members and are held on the third Tuesday of every
month at 2pm. Our phone number is (207) 925-3234 or
(207) 925-2291. Our collection can be viewed at our web
site—www.lovellhistoricalsociety.org—and our e-mail
address is lovellhist@fairpoint.net.







Class photo of Grades 3, 4 & 5 at Annie Heald School, 1949. Front row, left to right: Philip Harmon, Billy Grover,
Lenwood Bell, Beverley (Smith) Bassett, Juanita (Harmon) Luskey, Mary Lou Dallanger, Sandra (Davis) Merrill, Martha
(Gerry) Bartlet, Kay McAllister, John Vinton, Wayne McAllister. Back row, left to right: Dannie McAllister, Gordon
Eastman, Jr., Arnold Harmon, Fred Dallinger, Ronald McAllister, John Cram, Dean Stcarns, Gerry Andrews, Peter Paine,

Bill Hurd. Teacher - Marjorie Oldham. Photo donated by John & Viola Cram
school system first established in 1800 when the town the older students learned empathy and patience as
was incorporated. , they helped younger ones and many of the younger

After researching the history of schools in Lovell, students were enriched by absorbing the lessons
Carol Severance Taylor* summed up her thoughts: taught to their older classmates. Most learned a work
“We have come a long way in the improvement of ethic as they helped with chores and the teachers
our schools and teaching standards but as a teacher of at that time were allowed to use creative means to
thirty-five years, it seems to me that there is much to demand respect. Praise must be given to those early
be admired and learned from the education that took teachers for their creativity, stamina and ability to
place in Lovell’s early onc-room schoolhouses where multitask.” eee

studcnts learned so much from each other. Many of *Carol Severance Taylor s research contributed to this article.

Annie Heald School
6

'S



In Memoriam

We note with sadness the passing of the following friends and neighbors, and extend our sympathy to their families
and friends.

Maurice Beliveau, 90, of Jericho, VT passed away on June 23, 2009. He was born in northern Quebec and moved
to Vermont when he was 9. After serving in the U.S. Army Air Force during World War 11, he graduated from the
University of Vermont with a degree in mechanical engineering. He worked for IBM for thirty years and was a
summer resident on Kezar Lake. He is survived by his wife Lyn (Vinton), five children—Catherine Peacock, Joseph,
Paul, Teresa Erdelyi, Victoria—and thirteen grandchildren.

Mertice (Berry) Barker, 92, of Stoncham passed away on August 24, 2009. She was born in South Parsonsficld,
the daughter of Harold and Florence (Day) Berry and after attending Gorham Normal School spent her career
teaching. She was an elementary teacher in North Lovell and Stoneham and at the Annie Heald and New Suncook
Schools. Mertice was active in the East Stoneham Congregational Church, the Ladies Circle, the Pythian Sisters
and a contributor to this Society. She is survived by her husband Carlton “Junior”, four children— Timothy, Danny,
Thomas and Andrea Fillebrown-—and five grandchildren.

Marjorie Jean “Doc” Doherty, 62, of Marquette, M1 passed away on June 18, 2009. She was born in Bay City,
MI and had a Masters Degree in Social Work from Eastern Michigan University. Marge devoted her career to
education and helping troubled youth. For twenty-five years she was a caseworker and counselor at the St. Croix
Camp, assisting troubled youth from the inner city. She was also a canoeing instructor and trip counselor at Camp
Mudjckeewis in the late 1960s and a Life Member of this Society.

Francis X. “Bud” Dealy, Jr., 71, of Greenwich, CT passed away on August 10, 2009. He was born in Flushing, NY
and had numerous careers. He worked in advertising and publishing and later was an author and real estate broker.
He was also a summer visitor to Kezar Lake for over twenty-five years, with a home at Westways. He is survived by
his wife Ellen, and six children-—Patrick, Brendan, Christopher, Samson, Maximilian and Beau.

George H. Fearons 111, 81, of Stuart, FL. and Stowe, VT passed away on May 26, 2009. He served in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War and was the owner of Stowe Travel Service. He was also a summer resident of North
Lovell for many years. George was predeceascd by his wife Sandra and is survived by his son George and three
grandchildren.

Webster Fox, 93, of Oakland, ME passed away on August 28, 2009. He was born in Lovell, the son of Elmer and
Ethel (Webster) Fox. At an early age he took over his father’s milk route and during World War 11 he worked for
Bath Iron Works. He later had his own auto repair business in Waterville and was an avid pilot. He was predeccased
by his wife Mary and is survived by three children— Webster, James and Caroline Martin—five grandchildren and
six great granchildren.

Mark F. Sargent, 58, of Candia, NH passed away on July 6, 2009. He was born in North Conway, NH, the son of
Edwin and Joanne Sargent of Fryeburg. Throughout his career he worked in quality control management at several
businesscs in New Hampshire, most recently for Freudenberg. He died at his summer home in Lovell. Mark is
survived by his wife Barbara and three sons—Jonathan Neveu, Luke Sargent and Thomas Neveu.

Robert Sundstrom of Lovell passed away on July 30, 2009. He was born in Fitchburg, MA and was a rural mail
carrier for the U.S. Postal Service for thirty-five years. Bob was also a skilled carpenter and built several houses
including his retirement home on Heald Pond. He is survived by his wife Janet, two children—Steven and Linda
Whalen—and four grandchildren.

Wilda Taylor, 83, of North Lovell passed away on July 14, 2009. She was the owner of the Garcelon Mansion at the
north end of Kezar Lake and was a Life Member of this Society. She was predeceased by her husband Frank.

Edward “Ted” Freeman Woodbrey 11, 54, of Gorham, ME passed away on July 11, 2009. He was born in
Portland, the son of Edward and Helen Woodbrey, and for many years served as Vice President of his father’s
business, Lovell Lumber Co. Recently he was a senior mortgage broker at New England Home Mortgage. He is
survived by his three daughters—Jamie, Joan and Mallory—and one granddaughter.



Gifts and Donations

We are very grateful for the following gifts received since the last newsletter: Sandra Barty—material about
Richard Beckhard’s camp “Shangri-La”, Lovell postcards and Lovell Old Home Days photos; Sandra Bell—
Antique Sale photos; Lt. Col. William Brooks—family photo album from the carly 1900s, permission to scan
photos, scrapbook of newspaper clippings during World War II; Glenice Denison (in memory of Margery
Harmon)—Lovell Congregational Church’s Ladies Aid Cook Book; Renee Dutton (in honor of Roger Williams)——
framed 1996 Lovell Old Home Days poster; Nancy Eshleman—table settings for 20; Andy & Kathy Feld (in
memory of the Feld family)—Center Lovell souvenir shaker; Charlie Fowlie—permission to scan photos, research
on the Marshall Evans House; Jane Gleason—With Rod and Gun by Edward A. Samuels; Wayne Harmon (in
memory of Leon & Margery Harmon)——collection of Leon Harmon’s construction tools; Marcia Hamlin—Rudy
Vallec publicity photo; Elner Hamner—Camp Mudjekeewis material including 2 calendars and song lyrics; Gus
Heim-—permission to scan family photos; Bill & Nancy Jamison—Antique Sale and Charlotte Hobbs Memorial
Library ground breaking ceremony photos; Jacqueline Lewis—3 Lovell postcards; Paul Littlefield—information
on George Stephenson; Mary MacKenzie—ferrier’s nail carrier; Robert McAllister—permission to scan family
photos; Charles & Beth Merrill—S8 carly photos; Candy Meziani—permission to scan carly photos of thc Andrews
family; Winchell & Ruth Moore (in memory of Pauline Moore)—collection of photos, a glass negative and a copy
of The Lovell News; Leotus Morrison (in memory of Anna Baker)—framed Camp Mudjekeewis drawing of the
1951 Gypsy Trip by Anna Baker; Lou & Nancy Olmsted—framed watercolor by Jane Cadigan; Ginny Roriston—
permission to copy the guest book for Brown’s Camps from 1905-1910; Frederic Sater—2009 Lovell Old Home
Days photos; Tom Sherburne—permission to scan family photos; Hal & Carol Taylor—permission to scan
photos; John Vinton—Ilarge collection of family films, 1907 By Laws of Kezar Tribe No. 110 Improved Order of
Red Men; Judy Wilson—Camp Mudjekeewis photos from the 1950s; Neil & Donna Wilson—1948 Congregational
Church bulletin; Irene Yoder—2 Fryeburg Academy photos from 1939-1940.

Cash donations have been gratefully received from: Charles & Claudia Benge & Dorothy Force; Kathy Bessette;
Gertrude Blanchard; David & Eva Bradford; Ann Chick; Mariann Durgin; Galen Elliott; Dennis Emery;
Anne Wolf & Robert Fenn; Theda Gilman; Jane Gleason; Collier Hands; David Hugo; Philip & Phyllis
Marsilius; Dave & Peg Mason; Gary & Anna Mason; Barbara McAllister; Sarah Miller; Howard Mitchell;
Leotus Morrison; William & Janet Nichols; Marion Osman; Robin Prescott; Kevin & Caroline Rooney; Ellen
Rowe; Gene & Vicki Royer; Brad Smith; Todd & Sarah Smith; Al & Irene St. Germain; Carol Stewart; Jim
& Pat Stone; Betty Webster; Mike & Mary Welch; Judith Whitney.

If you have made a donation or given an artifact or other form of historical material and it has not been listed here
or previously noted, please contact us immediately.

The Lovell Historical Society
P.O. Box 166
Lovell, ME 04051

If your mailing label doesn’t say “6-10” or “Life”,
it is time to join or renew your membership. Thanks!



